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Pembma Valley RCMP mvestlgate church fire in Carman

By Ty Dilello

Pembina Valley RCMP responded to
a fire at the Grace-St. John’s Anglican
Lutheran Church on 2nd Street SW in
Carman at approximately 4:15 a.m.
on March 13.

When officers arrived, they found
the Carman-Dufferin Fire Depart-
ment and Emergency Medical Servic-
es already at the scene. Unfortunately,
firefighters were unable to enter the
building as the floor had collapsed
into the basement.

Thankfully, no one was inside at the
time, and there were no injuries re-
ported.

Upon arrival, heavy flames were
pushing out the front entrance, with

appr0x1mately 75 percent of the inte-
rior engulfed in fire.

“Immediately, a rapid defensive at-
tack was started, and entry was at-
tempted,” said Carman-Dufferin Fire
Department Deputy Fire Chief Joey
McElroy. “The floor inside the main
entrance was severely compromised,
preventing firefighters from enter-
ing. So the entry was made in the side
door to the sanctuary and rear door
that went down to the basement.”

An offensive attack began as fire
crews breached an exterior wall to ac-
cess the rear office area. The response
involved 18 fire department members
and all five firefighting apparatus.

McElroy noted that neighboring fire

/
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2025 Gravel Hauling Tender

at 1:00 pm.

Sharla Murray, CMMA

Box 100, 12 2"d Ave SW
Camran, Manitoba ROG 0J0
204-745-2301
cao@rmofdufferin.com

F¥©

The R.M. of Dufferin is requesting that anyone interested in
hauling gravel for the R.M. of Dufferin in the 2025 construction
season contact the office as listed below for a tender package.

The R.M. of Dufferin will have the right to engage the services of
any gravel hauler who has submitted a hauling quotation, which is
considered in the best interest of the municipality as far as
efficiency and economy. All gravel haulers must adhere to the rules
established by the Council of the R.M. of Dufferin in the Gravel
Policy and submit their sealed tender no later than April 7th, 2025,

The Municipality reserves the right to reject any and all tenders at
its sole discretion; and that the lowest or any tender may not
necessarily be accepted. The R.M. of Dufferin would like to thank
you for your cooperation in this matter.

carmanmanitoba.ca
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STANDARD PHOTOS BY JOEY MCELROY

The historic Grace-St. John's Anglican Lutheran Church was severely damaged in
a tragic early morning fire on March 13. The Pembina Valley RCMP has classified
the fire as suspicious and is asking the public to provide any video footage of the

church from those early hours.

departments were nearly called for
assistance; however, the fire was de-
clared under control within the first
couple of hours.

Firefighters spent several hours on
the scene, totaling about 10 hours by
the end of the day, which included a
significant cleanup effort.

“Investigators from the Office of the
Fire Commissioner and the Insurance

GARDEN BOXES

Be ready for spring!
Order your custom made
quality planters today.
*Any size you like
*2" x 6" cedartone construction
Call for pricing Cory 431-344-0097

company are working to determine
the cause of the fire,” said McElroy.
“The investigation could take some
time, but fortunately, we were able to
keep the structure standing and give
investigators a chance.”

This is heartbreaking news, as the
Grace-St. John’s Church had more
than 130 years of worship history, be-
ginning when the property was pur-
chased along the Boyne River in 1892.
In 1950, Lutheran families began
gathering at the Graysville Anglican
Church to worship until they pur-
chased land and established the Grace
Lutheran Church in 1952. Eventually,
the St. John’s Church amalgamated
with the Grace Church to form the
church as it stands today.

As the fire is currently deemed sus-
picious, the Pembina Valley RCMP
is asking anyone with video footage
from 3:30 a.m. to 4:30 a.m. in the area
of the fire to come forward and con-
tact the local RCMP detachment at
204-745-6760. The RCMP and the Of-
fice of the Fire Commissioner contin-
ue to investigate the incident.



By Ty Dilello

The annual Stephenfield Lake Ice
Fishing Derby held on March 8, host-
ed by the Carman and District Game
and Fish Association, was a huge suc-
cess.

The event ran smoothly, thanks in
large part to the dedication and com-
mitment of committee members, as
noted by the Carman and District
Game and Fish Association.

The weather was favourable
throughout the day, resulting in a
significant increase in participants
compared to last year. Out of the 326
registered participants, 50 were chil-
dren under the age of 16, which was
rewarding for the group to see the fu-
ture of fishing enjoying the day.

“We enjoy seeing the continuous
growth of our events/membership
base and look forward to seeing what
the future holds,” said Justin Major
president of the Carman and District
Game and Fish Association.

In total, 119 Northern Pike and 357
Perch were entered in the derby.

The award winners from the Ice
Fishing Derby are listed as follows:

- 1st place Perch - Measuring
11.50” - Dale McGillvary - $2,445

- 2nd place Perch - Measuring

11.25” - Riley Banman - $1,223

- 1st place Pike - Measuring
41" - Registered first - Hugo Gonzalez
- $2,445.

- 2nd place Pike - Measuring
41" - Registered 2nd - Abe Redekopp
- $1,223

- Smallest Perch - Measuring
4.25” - Jordan Froese - $100 Co-op
Giftcard

- Hidden Mystery Length -
34.75” - Brett Wiebe 33.50” - Guided
Fishing Trip with GuaneFishin

- Hidden Mystery Length
- 26.25” - Jordan Vandam 26.25” -
Guided Fishing Trip with Out Of The
Blue Aquatic Adventures.

- Kids Bass Fishing Trip Give-
away - George P. Hildebrand

- Carman Game and Fish
Membership Draw - George Wolf -
One week golf cart rental from Prairie
Golf Supplies.

- Derby Participant Draw - Jus-
tin Reimer - 10 Hour Ice Castle rental
on Pelican Lake with Ice Hole Fishing
Adventures

- 10” Ion Electric Ice Auger Raf-
fle - Owen Friesen

- 50/50 total $2,242 - Winner
took home $1,121
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A reel good time at annual ice fishing derby on Stephenfleld Lake

/

v

workin

mani

Recruit skilled job seekers
at workinmanitoba.ca/hire

STANDARD PHOTOS BY JUSTIN MAJOR
On March 8, 326 registered participants took part in the annual Stephenfield Lake
Ice Fishing Derby, hosted by the Carman and District Game and Fish Association.
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Brett Wiebe, left,

had the closest

Hidden Mystery Length 34.75" with
his fish measuring 33.50" and won a
guided fishing trip with Guane Fishin.

v

Owen Friesen, right, won the 10" lon
electric ice auger a raffle.
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Thursdays and distributed as a free publication
through Canada Post to 3,457 homes by
BigandColourful Printing and Publishing.

The newspaper is supported solely by advertising
dollars. If you enjoy the paper and would like to see
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geEDITORIAL > VIEWPOINTS > LETTERS

By Cam Dahl, General Manager, Manitoba
Pork Council

“This too shall pass” is a Persian
proverb used to encourage hope when
times are difficult. Does this saying
apply to the current U.S. President’s
confrontational approach to allies and
friends? Does it apply to the U.S. Ad-
ministration’s isolationist trade poli-
cies and tariffs? It probably does ap-
ply in the long-term, but today, hope
is in short supply for many Manitoba
farmers.

Manitoba exports about $9.3 billion
worth of agriculture and food prod-
ucts every year. This represents 13
percent of the province’s annual gross
domestic product. Almost half, 46
percent in 2024, of these exports were
shipped into the U.S.

On March 4, President Trump carried
through on his threats to put tariffs
of 25 percent on almost all Canadian
exports (outside of oil and gas). This
means that half of our agriculture and
food exports became 25 percent more
expensive with no return to farmers
or processors. The negative impact of
this will reverberate throughout every
community in Manitoba, large and
small.

Tariffs do not come as a surprise. The
President talked about tariffs through-
out his election campaign. The cur-
rent U.S. Administration views trade
surpluses as a foreign subsidy pro-
vided by U.S. taxpayers. The Presi-
dent’s closest economic advisors are
advocates for tariffs for both revenue
generation as well as a tool to drive

Ty Dilello
1-204-250-6322

hews@carmanstandard.ca

Tariﬁs and trade = now What? manufacturing to the U.S. Given these

views, it is likely that these tariffs will
be with us for some time.

Many are predicting that a reces-
sion is coming. Looking at the pork
sector as an example, it is not hard to
see why these predictions are being
made. The sector supports 22,000 jobs
in Manitoba, in almost every part of
the province. The industry contributes
$2.3 billion to the provincial GDP. Our
largest export market is now signifi-
cantly disrupted, putting those jobs
and economic contribution at risk.
Pork is not alone. A recent survey by
the Winnipeg Chamber of Commerce
found that over 60 percent of busi-
nesses will be negatively impacted,
with many seeing impacts already.

Governments need to act decisively
and rapidly. We have seen positive
action from the Government of Mani-
toba, with the Premier, together with
his provincial counterparts, engag-
ing with decision makers in the U.S.
Cabinet ministers, like the Minister
of Agriculture, Ron Kostyshyn, have
been reaching out to strategic partners
in state capitals. The establishment of
the Premier’s U.S. Trade Council was
a positive step. But more can, and
must, be done.

At least in agriculture, we have com-
mon objectives with our neighbours
in Saskatchewan and Alberta. The
three governments should come to-
gether with a strategic outreach plan
for Prairie agriculture and food trade
stakeholders in the U.S. Through work
done by the Keystone Agricultural
Producers, agriculture and food value

chains in Manitoba have identified
18 key states with whom we should
be engaged. It would be difficult for
Manitoba to effectively launch an ad-
vocacy campaign in all 18 states, but
together with the other Prairie prov-
inces we have the necessary resources.

The province should consider le-
veraging their ‘Buy Local’ campaign
to partner with the other two prairie
provinces to further boost consumer
demand here at home. Longer term,
both the federal and provincial gov-
ernments should be looking at incen-
tives for investments that would help
support export diversification and
increase trade between provinces. For
example, providing incentives to both
farmers and processors who, consid-
ering U.S. trade actions, might want to
adjust their operations to meet Euro-
pean regulations.

We also need to have a strategic plan
going into the renegotiation of the
Canada — U.S. — Mexico Agreement.
The aggressive shift in U.S. foreign
and trade policies over the past two
months clearly show us that the rene-
gotiation of our most important trade
agreement will be difficult. We must
be more prepared than we are today.

Canada has responded to the U.S.
tariffs with our own duties. We really
had no option. But a protracted trade
war with the U.S. will weaken our
province and our country for years to
come. There is hard work to be done
by both exporting industries, like ag-
riculture, and governments to prevent
that from happening and to recharge
that hope for the future.

This week, the way it was through the years

By Dennis Young

100 years ago, March 20, 1925... DAS
asks the Town for funding due to in-
creasing deficit; the School Board asks
the Town to extend the Constable’s job
to include a truancy officer; E. Watson
& Son are local painters; DAS plans a
field and track day during the Fair; F
C. Harris sells famous England Walk-
ing Shoes for $4.50-$5.

75 years ago, 1950... Carman Inter-
mediates lose to Morden in hockey fi-
nals 6-4. Scoring was Jack Hethering-

ton, Al Patterson, Colin Rothwell and
Reg Ullyot; Strachan Seed Co. sells
cut flowers for Easter; Collegiate Girls
Hockey team hosts a tourney with Pi-
lot Mound, Morden and Somerset; Le-
gion host a Veterans Stag Night; H.D.
Churchill sells 20 run seed drills for
$410.

50 years ago, 1975... Vandels ran-
sack Ski Birch & Snow Valley; Cham-
ber wants Town promotion done by
Rec Dtr; Councilor Pethybridge says
RCMP needs to enforce parking ban

OUR SISTER PUBLICATIONS

ﬂ inkler @) Morden

Voice

> Get in touch with us
Head Office: 1-204-467-5836

News tips: 1-204-250-6322 or news@carmanstandard.ca
Classified & Announcements: 1-204-467-5836

WEeEKLY heuws

more stringently; The CN station’s
future is up in the air but could be
bought for $1; MCC opens on 1st
Street; Almer Dunn honoured for
leading artificial ice installation.

25 years ago, 2000... Homeowner
taxes increased by $17/year in Car-
man & Dufferin; Elm Creek’s Julie
Wiebe represents Mb at Forum for
Young Canadians in Ottawa; Annual
Cub/Scout Kub Kar Rally was held in
Carman ; D & M Fine Foods sells 10kg
Robin Hood flour for $5.99.

www.carmanstandard.ca
Advertising Deadline:
Monday 4:00 pm prior
to Thursday Publication
Carman Dufferin Standard
Box 39, Stonewall, MB, ROC 270



By Lori Penner

In response to growing concerns
over recent political tensions and
economic uncertainty, a small group
of Manitobans has taken a proactive
step toward peace and understand-
ing.

A gathering was held March 9 at Bell
Aura Bed and Breakfast in Carman to
discuss ways in which individuals
and small groups could create safe
spaces for mental health support,
dialogue and community connection.

What began as a casual discussion
quickly evolved into forming a com-
mittee promoting harmony and unity
across borders.

Barbara Alarie, owner of Bell Aura
Bed and Breakfast, led the conversa-
tion, which resonated deeply with at-
tendees.

“The committee is just basically
to offer support to one another in
troubled times. It ends up being that
we feel helpless. People say, ‘Oh my
goodness, what’s going to happen?
What can I do? I can’t do anything.’
So, this is one thing we can do.”

The newly formed committee wast-

Has Trump done
great things?

So Patricia Barrett doesn’t like
Trump (March 6th). I'm glad Kamala
Harris lost, just like I was elated that
Hillary Clinton was defeated in 2016.

Trump has done domestically great
things. Pulling out of the Paris Cli-
mate Accord, repealing 70 climate
laws, ending the DEI and the ESG
nonsense. Ending fascist EV man-
dates and intending to shut down the
Department of Education which nev-
er existed before 1979. Banning men
from woman’s sports, bathrooms
and showers. Getting tough on the
open invasion southern border. End-
ing USAID. Pulling out of the World
Health Organizaion. The pandemic
treaty the WHO tried to pass was
absolutely frightening. If the WHO
got their way the next pandemic lock
downs and restrictions would be far
more draconian than COVID19 was
back a five years ago. Pulling out of
the WHO is a victory for freedom.

Zelensky subject to humiliation?
Zelensky made the mistake of ne-
gotiating in the Oval office instead
of behind closed doors where nego-
tiations belong. The combative meet-
ing when the Chinese sparred with
former President Biden on their first

ed no time generating ideas for an
event to unite people. The discussion
focused on hosting a gathering - pos-
sibly as soon as May 2025 - at the In-
ternational Peace Gardens. The event
could be a rally, tailgate party, or bar-
becue, where individuals from Can-
ada and the United States would be
invited to celebrate peace, harmony,
and community.

The vision includes speakers from
diverse cultural backgrounds, pro-
viding an opportunity for people to
connect, share experiences, and sup-
port one another.

The proposed name for the event,
People for International Harmony,
reflects the committee’s overarching
goal of bridging divides and foster-
ing meaningful dialogue. The group
also expressed a strong desire to in-
volve Indigenous leaders and Elders
in shaping the initiative.

The committee is eager to spread its
message beyond Manitoba, hoping to
inspire similar grassroots movements
across the country.

“We're hoping that this will inspire
other people,” Alarie said. “We are
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Beyond borders: grassroots committee strives for harmony

sending out our message across Can-
ada and hoping that other provinces
and other groups will get together
and do similar things. It's a way to
find common ground. We're neigh-
bours, for heaven’s sake.”

With many Canadians having con-
nections in the United States, the
group is mindful of ensuring that
their efforts promote unity rather
than division. “A lot of us have fam-
ily and friends there, and we need to
find ways to connect. We don’t want
to paint everyone with the same
brush. It's very easy to generalize
because that's human nature. But I
think there is a way to find common
ground.”

The committee’s approach is rooted
in action rather than rhetoric. Ala-
rie shared her belief that open con-
versations can alleviate anxiety and
break down barriers. “I think we’ll
all feel better just having attempted,
having done something. I think it’s
when people murmur and whisper
amongst themselves and no one’s
really talking face-to-face, that starts

Continued on page 10

Letters to the Editor:
news@carmanstandard.ca

meeting in Alaska, was no different.
The Free Trade talks of more than 30
years ago between Canada and the
US often got every bit as testy but it
was all behind closed doors. Zelen-
sky should have kept his mouth shut
and saved it for the behind closed
doors meeting.

She mentions Kerr Starmer the PM
of the UK in an honourable light.
This is a PM who is committed to
the literal civilization destroying Net
Zero which is responsible for the UK
having the highest energy costs on
earth. Starmer bragged that he pre-
fers DAVOS (World Economic Fo-
rum) governance over Westminster
(Parliamentary Democracy). This
PM allows enough immigrants in
two months then new housing con-
struction starts build in a year. This
is a PM with the most draconian cen-
sorship laws in the entire Western
world. Putin has arrested 400 Rus-
sians for social media posts while
the UK has arrested 3300 people for
social media posts the government
doesn’t like. So post about migrants
or Islam or the grooming scandal the
government disagrees with and the
police will come knocking, worse
if I post something here in Carman
and it shows up in the UK and I as a
tourist fly to the UK I can be arrested
on UK soil for what I posted here in
Canada. One UK police commission-

er publicly stated they will even try
to extradite citizens the world over
who post things the UK government
doesn’t like.

Millions of undecided voted for
Trump because they looked at the
Democrats as being out of touch elit-
ists who cared only about the green
and woke agenda and nothing about
the southern border invasion, crime,
inflation and out of control gas, gro-
cery and housing costs. Trump has
to realize tariffs will make all those
costs of living much worse and this
undecided support will vanish.

As for the 51st state, Trump should
realize that the New World Order
Globalists under the Club of Rome
already back in the 1970s wanted
10 kingdoms or states for the whole
planet and one would be the US, Can-
ada and Greenland under one entity.
The base who voted him in hates the
globalist WHO, UN, and especially
loathes Klaus Schwab and his World
Economic Forum. These evil WEF
globalists are the same Club of Rome
supporters.

Trump should listen to his good
friend Ben Shapiro who publicly stat-
ed that Trump should back off com-
pletely on 51st state, governor com-
ments which could result in Mark
Carney winning the next election
who is much worse than Trudeau.

- Stanley Reitsma, Carman

worship

> FAITH

Our Response to
God’s Providence

In my last article we consid-
ered how God provides for all of
creation. He continues to main-
tain everything. Nothing occurs
on earth by chance, luck, or fate.
Rather, they come to us by God’s
fatherly hand. This confession has
several implications.

It encourages patience in adver-
sity. We face every suffering, trou-
ble, persecution, sickness, poverty
and pain, with patience. We un-
derstand that even adversity can
be good for us. Even adversity can
have beneficial aspects, like how a
child’s knee injury from falling off
a bike leads to further short-term
pain while cleaning the wound
to prevent infection. This process
helps the child become stronger
and more cautious. We must un-
derstand that being patient doesn’t
require us to bear suffering im-
passively, or without emotion. It
doesn’t mean that we can’t cry or
even at times complain. Instead, it
means that we must bear the cross
willingly and for the Lord’s sake,
for our good.

Recognizing God’s providence
also fosters gratitude during pros-
perous times. Prosperity is the
opposite of adversity. It involves
periods when conditions are fa-
vourable, and resources are abun-
dant. During such times we may
forget God and start thumping our
own chest. Being thankful means
recognizing all good comes from
God, serving him with them. The
Bible defines thanking God as re-
sponding to him through obedi-
ence. Being thankful means being
liberal in sharing our blessings,
especially to those in need.

Lastly, knowing God’s provi-
dence instills confidence about the
future. No circumstance or crea-
ture can separate us from the love
of God in Christ Jesus! We do not
fear any future troubles, such as a
downturn in the economy or pov-
erty, or terminal illness and death,
or war and persecution. Neither
do we fear such abundant bless-
ings that we will forget the Lord.
We know that nothing happens to
us by chance, but only by God’s
fatherly hand. We know that God
will provide us with strength and
faith to handle all situations.

By Pastor James Slaa

Carman West Canadian

Reformed Church
-
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Carman’s Crazy Fancy Coffee Club welcomes seniors

By E Antonio

Calling all seniors! Are you looking
for an afternoon of craze, community,
and coffee? Look no further than the
Crazy Fancy Coffee Afternoons at the
Active Living Centre (ALC) on select
Tuesdays.

The first Crazy Fancy Coffee After-
noon took place on March 11 and was
a tremendous success, attracting over
40 seniors. Attendees enjoyed the op-
portunity to meet and mingle while
snacking on freshly baked cinnamon
buns made by Susi Keck, owner of
Crazy Lady’s Food Delivery.

“I was approached by the ALC ask-
ing if I would be able to cater some
baking for a senior’s afternoon, and
I thought it was such a wonderful
idea,” Keck explained.

For just $3, seniors are welcome to
the ALC for some social time and

french baking. On March 11 everyone
ejoyed a warm and gooey cinnamon
bun and a cup of coffee or tea.

Ruther Reimer, CEO and spokes-
person for Katie Cares, was also in
attendance as a guest speaker. She
spoke with seniors about Katie Cares,
an organization that provides hous-
ing and other support for individu-
als receiving care at Boundary Trails
Health Centre, Salem Home, Eden
Health Center, Tabor Home, or any
other care facility in the Morden and
Winkler area.

Crazy Fancy Coffee Afternoon was
an instant hit among Carman’s se-
niors.

“The event was so well received and
I am looking forward to the next one,”
said Keck.

Another Crazy Fancy Coffee After-
noon is scheduled for March 25 from

2 to 3:30 p.m. (or until the fun starts
to dwindle). This time, Keck will pro-
vide cream puffs baked right in the
ALC Kkitchen for seniors to enjoy.

All Crazy Fancy Coffee Afternoons
take place in the Friendship Room
at the ALC and cost $3. Everyone is
welcome to drop by to chat with oth-
ers or play a game of cards, crib, or
crokinole with old friends. Baked
goods and coffee will be available
on a first-come, first-served basis, so
we encourage you to arrive right at
2 p.m. to ensure you get a tasty treat.
The Carman Handi-Van will be avail-
able if you need a ride; you can ar-
range pickup and drop-off by calling
(204) 745-2356.

Crazy Fancy Coffee Afternoons are
tentatively scheduled until the end
of April, and any updates to the pro-
gramming will be posted to Crazy

SCCR fashion show moving to Winkler

Tickets go on sale online April 8

By Lorne Stelmach

South Central Cancer Resource (SCCR) is moving down
the road to Winkler this spring for one of its major annual

fundraisers.

The gala fashion show will be held May 15 at the Me-
ridian Exhibition Centre rather than in Morden, and the

PUBLIC NOTICE

Pesticide Control Program

Public Notice is hereby given that the Province of Manitoba
intends to conduct the following Pesticide Control
Programs during 2025 within the province right of way.

1. To control invasive plants and noxious weeds
on Manitoba Provincial right of way.

2. The herbicides include: Dicamba, 2,4-D amine,
2,4-D Choline, 2,4-D Ester, 2,4-D, Mecoprop-p,
Dichloroprop-p, Aminopyralid, Metsulfuronmethyl,
Diflufenzopyr, Fluroxypyr, Imazapyr, Triclopyr,
Picloram, Aminocyclopyrachlor, Chlorsurlfuron,
Saflufenacil, Iron (as FeHEDTA), Glyphosate,
Clopyralid, Bromacil, Acetic Acid, LI 700, Non Ionic
Surfactant, Flumioxazin, Indaziflam, Florpyrauxifen,
mineral oil, Methyl Ester & Ethyl Ester.

3. The proposed dates of application for this program
will be from April 15, 2025 to October 31, 2025.

The public may send written submissions or objections
within 15 days of the publication of the notice to the
department below.

Manitoba Environment and Climate Change
Environmental Approvals Branch

Box 35, 14 Fultz Blvd
Manitoba 9™

Winnipeg MB R3Y 0L6

change is for a very practical reason.

“We sold 320 tickets last year, and those sold out in 14
minutes, and we had a big demand for more tickets ...
so in order to do that, we are moving to the Meridian
Exhibition Centre,” explained lead organizer Dianne
Mestdagh.

“We had a lot of disappointed people last year, so
hopefully this will work out much better,” she said,
emphasizing the increased capacity of the Winkler rec.
complex. “It gives us the opportunity to sell a little over
another 180 tickets.”

That in turn will provide a significant boost in terms of
how much will be raised by the event, which had a net
income of around $54,000 last year.

“We’ve also had awesome response from sponsors as
well, so it’s looking very positive,” noted Mestdagh.

SCCR is a community-based charitable organization
that provides education and support to individuals and
familes dealing with cancer.

Unlike many other cancer services in the province,
SCCR is not funded by the government; it relies sole-
ly on the support of community donors, volunteers,
and fundraisers to continue offering its services and
programming to an ever-increasing number of people
across the south-central region.

Which makes the funds raised at the annual fashion
show so vital, Mestdagh stressed.

“It’s a major fundraiser for us. It's the only one that the
board actually organizes and runs itself. A lot of com-
munity groups have fundraisers for us, but this is the
one that we organize.”

This year’s “Stronger Together” fashion show will fea-
ture clothing and accessories from Fashions by Co-op,
Knockabouts, Copper and Sparrow, Livienne, Saban &
Company, and Focal Point. The evening will also have a
rainbow auction and desserts.

A highlight of the evening as always will be the per-
sonal stories of the models making their way down the
catwalk.

Lady’s Food Delivery Instagram and
Facebook pages.

When you come for the afternoon,
wear your fanciest attire.

“It is called a crazy afternoon, so we
should all be coming to it in some-
thing crazy!”

The name “Crazy Fancy Coffee Af-
ternoon” comes from Keck’s custom-
ers who often describe her as crazy.

Crazy Lady’s Food Delivery also of-
fers catering for baked goods, soup
and sandwich platters, field meals,
frozen entrees, and more.

“I make everything homemade,
fresh from scratch,” she added. If you
need catering for your next event,
you can email csccarman@gmail.com
to arrange delicious platters of home-
cooked foods.

4 N
- /
STANDARD FILE PHOTO

The SCCR fashion show takes place in
Winkler on May 15.

“A number of our models are cancer
survivors or family members of peo-
ple who have gone through cancer, so
their stories are heartwarming,” Mes-
tdagh said.

Tickets go on sale Tuesday, April 8
at 9 a.m. online at sccr.mb.ca. No in-
person tickets sales will take place
this year.

“I would say 95 per cent of people
were using the online service al-
ready,” Mestdagh noted.

The website is also the place to go
to make a donation to SCCR or learn
more about the supports they offer.



By Ty Dilello

The Pembina Valley Water Coopera-
tive (PVWC) will hold its annual gen-
eral meeting from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. at
the Meadows Grill in Plum Coulee on
March 21.

In the early 1990s, several municipal-
ities in south-central Manitoba came
together to form the Pembina Valley
Water Cooperative. The goal was to
develop a regional approach to sup-
plying potable water in an area that
lacked a wide distribution of good,
plentiful water resources, despite ex-
hibiting the highest rate of economic
growth of any region in Manitoba.

As of this year, the member munici-
palities of the cooperative include: the
Town of Altona, City of Winkler, R.M.
of Dufferin, Town of Carman, R.M.
of Grey, Municipality of Emerson-
Franklin, R.M. of Montcalm, R.M. of
Morris, Town of Morris, Municipality
of Rhineland, R.M. of Roland, City of
Morden, R.M. of Stanley, and R.M. of
Thompson.

The mission of the PVWC is to main-
tain and enhance the quality of life for
its member residents by providing re-
liable and affordable water that meets
or exceeds Canadian drinking water
standards. The cooperative is gov-

erned by a board of 14 members, with
one representative from each munici-
pal member.

PVWC acts as a wholesaler of wa-
ter, distributing it through its pipe-
lines to its municipal customers, who
then sell the water to their end users
through their own distribution sys-
tems. The service area covers 9,000
square kilometers and has a popula-
tion of approximately 65,000.

The PVWC’s water supply comes
from three water treatment plants
located in Stephenfield, Morris, and
Letellier.

- The Stephenfield Regional Water
Treatment Plant withdraws water
from Stephenfield Lake and has the
capacity to produce up to 4.6 mil-
lion liters per day (MLD) of treated
water. This plant supplies water to
St. Claude, Haywood, the R.M.s of
Dulfferin, the Town of Carman, Grey,
Thompson, and provides a partial
supply to the R.M.s of Roland and
Morris. In 2024, the plant received a
positive compliance report, highlight-
ing its performance as it experienced
growth in its distribution region and
reached an all-time high in water pro-
duction rates.

- The Morris Regional Water Treat-

The Blood Moon has risen
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Another eclipse was seen across North America skies last week, and this time
no special glasses were required to view it. A total lunar eclipse - also known as
a "Blood Moon" — was seen late last Thursday and into the early Friday morning
hours across Canada, for the first time since 2022.

The phenomenon occured in Manitoba skies in the early morning hours on Friday,
March 15, when the Earth was in between the moon and the sun and the moon
passed through the shadow cast by the Earth, according to the Canadian Space

Agency (CSA).

The Blood Moon gets its name because of its colours, according to Sara Mazrouei,
educational developer and planetary scientist at Humber Polytechnic.

A total lunar eclipse is not nearly as rare as a total solar eclipse and contrary to
solar eclipses, it is safe to observe a lunar eclipse with the naked eye. If you miss
this year's total lunar eclipse, the next one arrives on March 2, 2026.
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PYWC is holding annual general meeting on March 21

ment Plant in Morris withdraws wa-
ter from the Red River and pumps
it into a large holding pond with a
capacity of 1,000 acre-feet. It can pro-
duce up to 7.4 MLD of treated water.
The treated water is supplied to the
Town of Morris, the R.M.s of Morris,
Montcalm, Roland, Thompson, and
Dufferin, along with partial supplies
to the City of Winkler and the R.M.s
of Stanley and Emerson-Franklin.

- The Red River Regional Water
Treatment Plant (RRRWTP) in Le-
tellier also draws water from the Red
River, pumping it into an oxbow with
storage sufficient for approximately
two months. It has the capacity to
produce up to 7.4 MLD of treated wa-
ter, supplying the Town of Altona, the
Cities of Winkler and Morden, and
providing treated water to the Munic-
ipalities of Emerson-Franklin, Rhine-
land, Montcalm, Stanley, as well as
the Roseau River Anishinaabe First
Nation.

At this week’s annual general meet-
ing in Plum Coulee, PVWC members
will present last year’s financial state-
ments and appoint an auditor for
2025. There will also be a presentation
from the Office of Drinking Water
during the meeting.
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STANDARD PHOTO SUBMITTED
The Stephenfield Regional Water
Treatment Plant is one of three plants
used by the Pembina Valley Water
Cooperative (PVWC) to supply water
to local communities in southern
Manitoba. The PVWC will hold its
annual general meeting from 8:30 to
9:30 a.m. at the Meadows Grill in Plum
Coulee on March 21.

Get a $100 rebate on each
qualifying window and door
you install in your home.
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Visit efficiencyMB.ca/
windowsanddoors to learn more.
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Fifty years have passed since Charlie Red Star phenomenon in 1975

By Ty Dilello

In April of 1975, something extraor-
dinary started happening in Carman,
and the whole town couldn’t stop
talking about it. Charlie Red Star be-
came a household name almost over-
night, and 50 years later, the public
is still scratching its heads over what
Charlie was.

On April 10, 1975, Bob and Elaine
Diemert were walking from their
farmhouse to their private airfield in
Carman and saw a big red light com-
ing at them. It had a dome on top and
was pulsing. The unidentified flying
object flew towards them from the
west, then veered north, travelling
just above the treetops at about 50

MORRIS - CARMAN
ST. PIERRE - ST. ADOLPHE

km/h.

The Diemerts continued to see sau-
cer-shaped objects a few more times.
Then, starting May 7, 1975, nightly
sightings began for months. Locals
gathered at the couple’s field for UFO-
watching parties and to spot “Charlie
Red Star” as it skimmed over trees on
the horizon before soaring overhead.

So many people lined the gravel
roads near Carman that they caused
traffic jams, as ads in the local news-
papers urged readers to shop where
Charlie Red Star shops.

The experience is why Carman
is listed second to Winnipeg in the
number of UFO sightings in Manito-
ba over the last 200 years. There were
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Next month marks the 50th anniversary of the Charlie Red Star phenomenon,
which captured the imaginations of all Carman folks at the time. Celebrations will
start with a Launch Party on April 10 and continue throughout the year.

SIT. 5>~ SWAB. == SEND.

Yes, it's a poop test. And yes, it could save your life.

Order yours today: ColonCheck /1-855-952-4325

767 in Winnipeg and 53 in Carman,
with most of those reports recorded
during the height of the Charlie Red
Star craze.

For those who want to learn more
about Charlie Red Star, several pod-
casts are available on YouTube and a
2017 book by Grant Cameron, “Char-
lie Red Star: True Reports of One of
North America’s Biggest UFO Sight-

gﬁ CancerCareManitoba
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Continued on page 9
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CARMAN COMMUNITY HALL MORE INFORMATION OR QUESTIONS:
DOORS OPEN AT 5:30PM exedir@carmanareafoundation.com
DINNER AT 6:30PM 204-750-4237
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> CHARLIE RED STAR , FROM PC. 8

ings.”

Author Grant Cameron was in Car-
man then, witnessed Charlie Red Star
many times, and led tours for others
to see for themselves. He also heard
rumours of nuclear testing south of
the Canada-U.S. border, which might
have caused the unexplained phe-

nomena sighted in the upper atmo-
sphere.

Several community groups have re-
cently joined together to form a Char-
lie Red Star Anniversary Committee
and are planning a 50th Anniversary
Launch Party this April, sponsored
by Trish Middleton-REMAX Val-
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leyview Realty. The party will be held
on April 10 from 7 to 9 p.m. at Golden
Prairie Arts Council (GPAC) in Car-
man. It is open to everyone and looks
to be a ton of fun.

If you can’t make it on April 10, the
good news is that the Launch Party
won't be the only event planned for
this Charlie Red Star 50th anniver-
sary.

There will also be a Movie in the
Park at Ryall Park in June, a disc golf
tournament in August, the printing
of T-shirts and sweatshirts, and the
development of a documentary. Lo-
cal schools in Carman are also get-
ting involved, and copies of the book
about Charlie Red Star will be avail-
able throughout the rest of the year.

GLOBAL RECYCLING DAY IS MARCH

Three tips for
recycling organic waste

It's common knowledge that re-
ducin%l waste is essential to preser-
ving the environment — especially
considering that landfills are big
producers of greenhouse gas emis-

sions. Do your part! Here are three
ways to recycle organic waste.

Speed up your
composting efforts by
cutting kitchen leftovers
into tiny pieces before
throwing them in
the composter.

Reminder ** Reduce Recycling Contamination** (leaner Recycling means less waste and increased waste diversion.

CREATING VALUE BY DELIVERING
SOLUTIONS TO OUR COMMUNITIES

HAPPY EARTH DAY EVERYONE INFO@MWMENVIRO.CA

(204) 822-0327

1. COMPOSTING

Did you know that compost redu-
ces waste by approximately 40 per
cent? Dead leaves, stale bread,
nutshells and rotten produce are all
examples of kitchen and yard waste
that can be easily composted. If you
don’t have enough room for a com-
poster, leave it up to the earthworms:
try vermicomposting instead! This
method requires little space and effi-
ciently produces odourless, nutrient-
rich fertilizer.

2. GRASSCYCLING
Grasscycling, also referred to as
herbi-cycling, involves leaving grass
clippings behind while mowing the
lawn. In addi