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Rowen Major earned second place in the youth walleye category with a 21.50-inch catch at the Carman & District Game & Fish Club's
annual banquet held Jan. 24.
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Second annual Seedy
Saturday coming up

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The first annual Seedy Saturday
was such a success last year that this
year’s event is moving to a larger lo-
cation to allow for more participants.

“The energy we had there [at the li-
brary last March] was great, it was a
really neat vibe,” shares Yolanda Fri-
esen of Prairie Harvest Flowers, who
is heading up the day alongside Tiffa-
ny Hemphill of Hemphill Seeds. “Ev-
eryone was so excited to be there, just
talking and sharing, and all the gar-

deners were itching to start on their
planting. It was a lot of fun.”

But the unexpectedly robust turn-
out did make for cramped quarters,
which is why this year they’re setting
up instead at Winkler Arts and Cul-
ture on Saturday, Feb. 21 from 10 a.m.
to2 p.m.

They're all set to fill the larger space
with local vendors of honey, flower
and vegetable seeds, and other gar-
dening products—they already have
a wait list for vendors interested in

Go paperless and enter to win!

There will be a S50 draw for both the RM
of Dufferin residents and the Town of
Carman residents.

Emails listed above to enter.

@

carmandufferin.com
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Tiffany Hemphill (left) and Yolanda Friesen are looking forward to Seedy Saturday
at Winkler Arts and Culture Feb. 21. It'll be a day of connection and education.

filling a spot if one becomes available.

The day will also feature three speak-
er presentations, with Hemphill pre-
senting at 10:30 a.m. about beginner
seed saving, botanist Laura Reeves
discussing native plant gardening at
11:30 a.m., and biologist Bruce Fries-
en-Pankratz presenting “Closed Sys-
tems, Open Minds: Lessons from the
Plant Kingdom on how to Survive the
Anthropocene” at 12:30 p.m.

Another big part of Seedy Saturday
is, of course, the free seed swap—sim-
ply bring along a package of labelled
seeds to contribute.

“People are welcome to bring seeds,
either that they’ve saved or that they
bought and maybe didn't use the
whole package,” Friesen says. “It's
always interesting to see what oth-
er people might bring ... you do get
some neat stuff.

“It’s really special when you get a
seed that somebody has saved, espe-
cially if it has a story behind it and
they’re able to share that story—
maybe they’ve saved seeds that their
grandma grew in their garden and
now they’re sharing them with other
people.”

“I had one experience where I was
chatting with a woman and she ended
up giving me Honey Drop tomatoes

and they were one of the most prolific
producers in my garden last year,”
adds Hemphill. “So every time I was
harvesting them or eating them, I
thought of this woman, that connec-
tion.”

But even if you don’t have extra
seeds to part with, you're still wel-
come to check out the swap table.

“Last year we had more than enough
seeds, so even if people don’t have
seeds to share they can still come out
and take part,” Friesen says.

The entire day is completely free to
attend, and Friesen encourages gar-
deners of all experience levels to stop
in to connect with other green thumbs.

“It’s free for anyone to come. It's free
to come and talk to the master garden-
ers, free to attend the presentations.”

“It's so hard to wait until it's warm
out to start talking and thinking about
plants, so I think this is a great oppor-
tunity to get together when it’s still so
cold and get your mind in the zone
to start preparing for spring,” adds
Hemphill.

For more information about Seedy
Saturday, check out the event page on
Facebook (Winkler Seedy Saturday
2026) or contact Friesen at prairiehar-
vestflowers@gmail.com.
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Grace-St. John's congregation adapts after church fire

By Lana Meier

One year after fire destroyed its
church building, Grace-St. John's An-
glican/Lutheran congregation con-
tinues to gather, worship and serve
— even without a permanent home.

The March 13 blaze that fully rav-
aged the 60-year-old Carman church
forced the congregation into a season
of adjustment, but not retreat. Over
the past year, members have contin-
ued regular worship, community
meals and ministry, adapting how
they operate while remaining united
in purpose.

“It has meant continuing to do the
things we have always done, but in a
different way,” said Rev. Trudy Tho-
rarinson. “The congregation has come
together and worked together to con-
tinue to be Grace-St. John's.”

Since the fire, worship services
have been held in multiple loca-
tions, including the Great Room at
Boyne Lodge and the common room
at Boyne Towers. While the setup re-
quires weekly transport of worship
materials, the shared spaces have also
opened the door to new connections.

“It has provided an opportunity for
residents at Boyne Lodge and ten-
ants at Boyne Towers to join us for
worship,” Thorarinson said, adding
the congregation is grateful for stor-
age space made available for smaller
items.

Grace-St. John's has also continued
its longstanding partnership with
Carman United Church. When either
congregation’s pastor is away, mem-
bers gather together — a practice
that carried on this year as Grace-St.
John's temporarily held services at
the United Church during Rev. Har-
old Kenyon's holidays.

As a result, there is no single wor-
ship location, but Thorarinson said at-
tendance has remained steady, with a
few new faces joining along the way.
Participation in worship and congre-
gational events has remained strong.

Over the past year, maintaining con-
nection has been a priority alongside
worship. Thorarinson said she has fo-
cused on keeping members informed
through regular email updates and
social media, ensuring everyone
knows where services and activities
are being held each week. Informal
gatherings, including weekly coffee
and conversation times at a local res-
taurant, have also helped sustain rela-
tionships during the transition.

Despite the loss of the building,
Grace-St. John’s has continued its reg-
ular ministry and community events.
The congregation hosted its annual
spaghetti supper and is preparing to

hold its pancake supper at the Legion
Auxiliary Hall, maintaining tradi-
tions that remain central to congrega-
tional life.

In the weeks immediately following
the fire, the loss of the building felt
devastating. Over time, that sense of
loss has shifted.

“What seemed so devastating has
become the reality that we are still
Grace-St. John’s, even though we
have not had a place to call home,”
Thorarinson said.

Support from the wider commu-
nity and beyond has played a major
role in that transition. Other congre-
gations provided hymnals, banners,
paraments and communion ware.
The Legion Auxiliary Hall hosted
church suppers, while Carman Unit-
ed Church offered office and meeting
space. Local businesses and individu-
als also stepped forward in the days
following the fire.

“We are overwhelmed by the sup-
port given locally and beyond,” Tho-
rarinson said.

While some members initially felt
displaced, a new rhythm has taken
hold, particularly since the decision
was made to rebuild.

“A new sense of looking forward
to having our own building again
has set in,” she said, noting plans are
underway to rebuild a single-level
church on the original site.

Looking ahead, Thorarinson said
the past year has reshaped how the
congregation understands church
and community.

“Wherever we gather, we are Grace-
St. John’s,” she said. “It is more im-
portant now to stay together.”

Her hope for the next chapter is that
the congregation continues to focus
on ministry beyond the walls of any
building, while remaining positive as
rebuilding moves forward.

“What started out looking like an
ending has turned into new opportu-
nities for how we operate as a congre-
gation,” she said.

The fire that destroyed Grace-St.
John’s Anglican/Lutheran Church
broke out in the early morning hours
of March 13, 2025. Carman firefight-
ers were dispatched shortly after 4
a.m., but were unable to enter the
building due to extensive fire dam-
age and structural collapse. Flames
had already burned through the main
floor, forcing crews to attack the fire
from outside.

The church building, which had
served the congregation for roughly
60 years, was later deemed a total
loss.

4 N
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Rev. Trudy Thorarinson speaks during a Grace-St. John's Anglican/Lutheran
worship service on Sunday morning. The congregation continues to meet at
various locations in Carman one year after a fire destroyed its church building.
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Dufferin council advances bridges, emergency planning

By Haley Cvar

The Rural Municipality of Dufferin is
moving ahead with major infrastruc-
ture and emergency preparedness ini-
tiatives, approving an $800,000 bridge
purchase and advancing updates to
its emergency response planning dur-
ing its Dec. 16 council meeting.

Council approved the purchase of
the McEachern Bridge from ARMTEC
at a cost of $801,965.39 plus applicable
taxes, and authorized TTES Consult-
ing to prepare the project’s tender
package. Council also received an up-
date on the Carman Concrete bridge
project.

Emergency  preparedness  also
moved forward with council’s ap-
proval of the municipality’s 2026
Emergency Response Plan. Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer Sharla Murray
said the plan includes only minor re-
visions at this stage.

“The 2026 Emergency Response
Plan includes several minor updates,
primarily to contact information, ad-
dresses, and available resources,”
Murray said. “There were no major

structural changes made at this time.”

Murray noted further improvements
are anticipated under the guidance of
the municipality’s new Emergency
Coordinator, Melissa Cruickshank,
who began in the role in September.

“Looking ahead, the RM anticipates
further improvements to the plan un-
der the guidance of the new Emer-
gency Coordinator,” Murray said. “As
part of this work, Melissa intends to
test the plan in 2026 through a table-
top exercise to help identify opportu-
nities for enhancement.”

Council also adopted updated water
rates through second and third read-
ings of By-law No. 2044. The bylaw
reflects a pass-through rate increase
from the Pembina Valley Water Coop-
erative in accordance with Public Util-
ity Board Order No. 138/22.

Planning for recreational infrastruc-
ture advanced with council approving
surveying work for the Carman-Duf-
ferin Campground at an estimated
cost of $4,500 to $5,500 plus disburse-
ments. Murray said the surveying is
required to facilitate subdivision of

the property, allowing the municipali-
ties to proceed with its purchase from
the Dufferin Agricultural Society.

“The  Carman-Dufferin =~ Camp-
ground is an existing facility currently
owned by the Dufferin Agricultural
Society and leased by the two mu-
nicipalities,” Murray said. “The cur-
rent surveying work is being under-
taken to facilitate the subdivision of
the property, which would allow the
municipalities to proceed with its pur-
chase.”

She said no major improvements
are planned for the campground in
the coming year, noting previous up-
grades have included washroom im-
provements, accessible sidewalks and
railings, and electrical services. The
facility will continue to be maintained
at its current service level.

Road and drainage matters were also
addressed, with council approving
two project work orders and multiple
tile drainage proposals in the Cordu-
roy Plains area affecting more than

Continued on page 7

The way it was this week in: Feb. 5

By Dennis Young

100 years ago, 1926... Ladies’ High
School hockey team taking shape; J.G.
McGowan Co. sells 30 lbs. of onions
for $1; Sperling Carnival held, includ-
ing races and costume judging for
fancy and comic classes; Royal Bank
encourages poultry for profit; Har-
ry McKnight toasts the dads at the
Homewood Father and Son Banquet;
UGG Elevators sell binder twine; 200
fans catch a train to Swan Lake to
watch a hockey game in which Don
Shilson and Karl Watson star, but lose
2-1.

75 years ago, 1951... Chamber elects
Hank Churchill president and Ben
Reynolds vice-president; 24-year-old
Johann Van Dijk arrives in Home-
wood from the Netherlands; the C.C.IL.
Messenger collegiate publication is

launched with Joan Proulx as editor;
Game and Fish memberships cost
$7; Westinghouse Super Deluxe elec-
tric range at Skinner and Bishop sells
for $379; Carman United Church has
1,400 members; Safeway 16-oz. Polly
Ann bread, sliced or unsliced, is two
for 21 cents; Bangs disease in cattle is
the topic at a YMS meeting; Catherine
Loeppky chairs Carman Drama Club
meeting and play planning.

50 years ago, 1976... TD Bank opens;
Carman has five rinks win zones and
advance to provincials; Jan’s Gulf ac-
cepts beer bottles for gas at 60 cents
per bottle; get your RRSP from Fred
Salter at DCU; Miami Develop Corp.
invites a plastic stick factory and local
share purchases; recent retirees Ted
Brown, Ed Wiebe Sr. and Betty Woods
are honoured; Skelton’s Hardware
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building sold to Bert Klos; experimen-
tal “open-area classrooms” walled up
at the Collegiate; Co-op sells Tack
skates for $74.95.

25 years ago, 2001... Lt.-Gov. Peter
Liba visits Carman Elementary; the
32nd Cougar Tournament gets under-
way; Midland receives a $96,000 in-
crease from government but it won't
offset fixed costs, says Supt. Fred
Colvin; grand opening of Fas Gas
features draws for a year of gas; Col-
legiate performs HMS Pinafore; Corn
Growers Association moves to the In-
dustrial Park from the hall basement;
Daisy a Day offers roses starting at $3;
figure skaters Monique Martin and
Gillian Vanderveen bring home gold
at regionals; Kraig MacLean rents out
Tub Tyme.

www.carmanstandard.ca
Advertising Deadline:
Monday 4:00 pm prior
to Thursday Publication
Carman Dufferin Standard
Box 39, Stonewall, MB, ROC 2Z0



By Haley Cvar

The Rural Municipality of Thomp-
son is seeking provincial assistance for
a comprehensive review of its water
treatment and distribution system, a
move council approved during its reg-
ular meeting Jan. 15.

Council voted unanimously to apply
to the Manitoba Water Services Board
for a full engineering study examin-
ing plant capacity and performance,
system pressures, flow rates, distribu-
tion piping and related infrastructure.
The study would be funded through a
proposed 50-50 cost-sharing arrange-
ment between the municipality and the
province.

Administration was authorized to
submit the application and supporting
documentation on behalf of the mu-
nicipality. The decision was part of a

broader agenda focused on risk man-
agement, governance and long-term
municipal planning.

Council adopted both an artificial in-
telligence policy and a cybersecurity
policy and protocol, formalizing guide-
lines for the use of emerging technolo-
gies and measures to protect municipal
systems and data.

Governance appointments were also
confirmed, with Councillor Wayne
Gall appointed deputy reeve for 2026
and Dianne Swain named senior elec-
tion official for the upcoming munici-
pal general election. Remuneration for
election officials will be determined at
a later date.

Council also designated 2025 as the
municipality’s tax sale year, meaning
properties with outstanding taxes from
2024 or earlier may be offered for sale
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Thompson to seek provincial support for water system study

by public auction. Costs associated
with tax sales will be limited to actual
expenses incurred by the municipality.

Community funding decisions were
also addressed, with council approv-
ing its final round of 2025 grants for
the Lloyd Orchard Arena, Miami Arts
Association, Miami Christmas Cheer,
Miami Fire and Rescue and the Miami
Friendship Centre.

Looking ahead to 2026, council au-
thorized applications to the Urban/
Hometown Green Team program and
the provincial From the Ground Up
grant program, including a submission
for upgrades at the Miami Cemetery.

Additional approvals included au-
thorization to enter into an agreement
with Way To Go Consulting Inc. to pro-
vide post-election council orientation
and governance training.

Grey council advances broadband, approves community funding

By Haley Cvar

Council for the Rural Municipality of
Grey moved this month to strengthen
essential rural services, advancing
broadband expansion, formalizing par-
ticipation in a regional veterinary dis-
trict and approving more than $100,000
in community and recreation funding.

At its Jan. 7 meeting, council ap-
proved two proposals from RFNow to
expand fibre-optic infrastructure near
Elm Creek. The projects involve direc-
tional boring along Market Road 27W,
Road 51N and Road 38W, with the ser-
vice provider responsible for locating
existing utilities prior to construction.

Council also approved a one-year by-
law enforcement services contract with
Commissionaires Manitoba, authoriz-
ing the reeve and chief administrative
officer to sign an agreement covering
April 1, 2026 to March 31, 2027.

Steps were also taken to support rural
veterinary access. Bylaw No. 01-2026,
establishing the municipality’s par-
ticipation in the St. Claude Veterinary
District, received first reading Jan. 7
and was given second and third read-
ings and formally adopted at the Jan.
21 meeting.

Infrastructure compliance and emer-
gency preparedness were addressed
as well. Council approved updates to
the municipality’s emergency plan and
moved ahead with mandatory instal-
lation of meter interface units in St.
Claude. Administration was directed
to issue reminder letters to remaining
properties, with potential water shut-
offs identified as an enforcement op-
tion if compliance is not achieved.

Council also approved a slate of com-
munity and recreation grants over the
two meetings. Funding authorized Jan.
7 included support for local fire depart-
ments, arenas, libraries, seniors’ groups

and community organizations.

Additional recreation grants ap-
proved Jan. 21 included $55,000 for
the St. Claude-Haywood Curling Rink,
$17,000 for the Elm Creek Skating Rink
and $7,000 for the Elm Creek Curling
Club.

Other decisions included acceptance
of the 2026 municipal recycling fund-
ing schedule from Multi-Material
Stewardship Manitoba, a $250 dona-

—

Engage MB

tion to Agriculture in the Classroom
and approval of membership fees for
Fire Chief Leen Blok with the Manitoba
Association of Fire Chiefs. Council also
approved several membership renew-
als, including the Hudson Bay Route
Association and the Manitoba Munici-
pal Administrators Association.
Council heard from Lauren Stone,
who appeared before council for an
open discussion at the Jan. 21 meeting.

BUDGET 2026

Help shape the
next provincial

budget.

Share your thoughts by filling
out our short survey online.

Op=-A0
F:f}ﬁ Learn more at
EI'E'_ 1 EngageMB.ca
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> FAITH
Groundhog or Candlemas
February 2nd the day the

groundhog sticks it's head out
of the ground to inform us how
much longer winter will last. Did
you know that February 2nd is
also known as “Candlemas Day”
and the two are related.

Luke 2:22-40 describes the cus-
tom of the time, that 40 days af-
ter birth, the firstborn son and
his mother are presented at the
temple. Mary and Joseph took the
baby Jesus to the Temple in Jeru-
salem forty days after his birth
(December 25th — February 2nd).
We call this “The Presentation of
the Lord.’

When they entered the temple
in Jerusalem, it was the first time
Jesus had come to God’s house.
In the temple were Simeon and
Anna, two elderly prophets ded-
icated to prayer and fasting. Their
strong religious spirit enabled
them to recognize their Messiah.

In some faith traditions this day
is also called Candlemas that in-
cludes the blessing of candles be-
cause of Simeon’s reference that
Jesus is the “light for revelation to
the Gentiles” (Luke 2:32). The can-
dles represent Jesus as the light of
the world.

So I did some reading on how
did Candlemas Day become
Groundhog Day? It started with a
saying:

“If Candlemas Day is clear and
bright, winter will have another
bite.

If Candlemas Day brings cloud
and rain, winter is gone and will
not come again.”

So, as we are reminded that Je-
sus came as a light to the world, I
encourage you light a candle and
reflect on Jesus as the light com-
ing into our lives. You might even
want to say the prayer below as a
blessing for your candles in your
home.

We give You thanks, O God, cre-
ator of the universe, for you have
enriched our lives with every
good and perfect gift; You have
invited us to praise you with lives
of love, justice, and joy. Send your
blessing on these candles for our
home; may they be to us a sign of
Christ, the light of the world, the
light no darkness can overcome.

Pastor Trudy Thorarinson
Grace-St. John’s Anglican/

N Lutheran Church
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Full house turns out for Carman Game & Fish banquet

By E. Antonio

The Carman & District Game & Fish
Club held its annual banquet Jan. 24,
drawing a sell-out crowd of hunting
and fishing enthusiasts.

Club vice-president Jeff Wytinck de-
scribed the event as a “fantastic eve-
ning” enjoyed by all in attendance.
The night featured member awards, a
catered meal by the Carman Golf and
Curling Club, multiple gun draws
and a silent auction.

Participation in the club’s big game
head and large fish categories more
than tripled from last year, with 17
entries in the big game category and
41 fish submissions.

Wytinck said the club is pleased
with its continued growth and the op-
portunities it brings to the communi-
ty, while also thanking sponsors and
supporters for their contributions.
The club’s next event is the Stephen-
field Ice Fishing Derby, scheduled for

March 7 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Further
details will be shared on the club’s
Facebook page.

GAME & FISH AWARD WINNERS:

* Largest rifle season deer and larg-
est overall: Jason Rheault, 148 3/8”

e Largest rifle season deer (youth):
Hudson Davis, 131 4/8”

* Most even over 100”: Hudson Da-
vis

¢ Largest non-typical: Greg Snider,
134 6/8”

e Largest perch: Matthew Leith,
14.25”7

* Largest perch (youth): Ezra-May
Leith, 14.25”

e Largest walleye: Luke Lowen,
30.25”

e Largest walleye (youth): Nixon
Nakonechny, 23”

e Largest pike: Matthew Leith, 42”

e Largest pike (youth): Chayston
Major, 25”

4 N
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Hudson Davis captured first place
overall in the youth category with a  \_ /

score of 131 4/8 inches, a result that
also earned him a spot in the Manitoba
Big Game Trophy Association record
books.

Erika Nussey was the lucky winner
of the Charles Daly 101 Single Shot
Shotgun. Presented by Wayne Nussey.

/
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Big game entries are displayed for a group photo

- _/
STANDARD PHOTOS SUBMITTED

Left to right: Pauline-Emerson Froebe (presenter), Jason Rheault (winner of
the Giesbrecht Trophy for first place in the largest rifle season deer category
and largest overall, 148 3/8 inches), and Evelyn Froebe (presenter) are pictured
during the Carman & District Game & Fish Club's annual banquet held Jan. 24,
which drew a sell-out crowd of hunting and fishing enthusiasts.

4 N
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Carrie Olson was the winner of hunting package raffle.

4 N
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Young attendees pose for a group photo during the Carman & District Game &
Fish Club's annual banquet.



Synchronized skating showcased at Prairie Regionals
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Members of the Notre Dame Silhouettes synchronized skating team captured a third-place finish in the Adult SYS | Synchro Free Program at the 2026 Prairie Regional
Synchronized Skating Championships on Jan. 31 in Winkler. Representing the Notre Dame de Lourdes Figure Skating Club, the Silhouettes competed at the Meridian
Exhibition Centre - Icon Arena against four other teams: Wheat City ConnXion of Skate Brandon, Winnipeg Revival of the Seine River Skating Club, University of
Manitoba Ice Intrepid of the Hazelridge Figure Skating Club, and Genesis of the Regina Synchronized Skating Teams. The regional championship was hosted by
Skate Manitoba in partnership with the Winkler Skating Club and drew synchronized skating teams from across Manitoba and Saskatchewan. Often referred to
as “synchro,” synchronized skating is a team-based discipline of figure skating that emphasizes precision, speed, formations and unison through choreographed

programs performed on the ice.

> DUFFERIN, FROM PG. 4

470 acres. Murray said the munici-
pality monitors cumulative drainage
impacts using long-term technical
data and local expertise.

“The municipality monitors cumu-
lative drainage impacts through a
combination of long-term data collec-
tion, technical tools, and local knowl-
edge,” she said. “The Public Works
Foreman maintains a comprehen-
sive GIS system that includes over
20 years of collected drainage data,
along with other municipal asset in-
formation across the jurisdiction.”

She added that
. f »
input from lo- Q s
cal farmers and
councillors helps
assess land con-
ditions and his-
torical ~ drainage
behaviour, while
all tile drainage
projects are also
subject to licens-
ing and review by
Manitoba  Stew-

HPV cause &é
cancer in e

100
Manitobans

ardship.

Council approved accounts total-
ling $791,924.14 and authorized a
$4,192 grant to the St. Claude Veteri-
nary Board for 2026.

In other business, council approved
a letter of intent to host the 2028
Manitoba Summer Games, endorsed
Commissionaires rates and agree-
ments for bylaw enforcement services
in 2026, and approved a subdivision
application allowing the separation
of an existing residential parcel from
agricultural land in the northwest
quarter of Section 5-6-5 WPM.
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Measles exposures identified at four Carman locations

By Lana Meier

Public health officials with Mani-
toba Health, Seniors and Long-Term
Care are notifying the public of four
new measles exposure sites in south-
ern Manitoba, including multiple lo-
cations in Carman.

Anyone who was at the following lo-
cations during the specified dates and
times is asked to monitor for symp-
toms until the corresponding date:

Carman 5 Pin Bowl, 120 Main St. S,,
on Jan. 24 from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Monitor for symptoms until Feb. 15.

Homestead Co-op Food Store, 61
Main St. N., on Jan. 25 from 11 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. Monitor for symptoms until
Feb. 16.

Carman Golf and Curling Club
(curling rink), 225 4th Ave. SW., on
Jan. 26 from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Moni-
tor for symptoms until Feb. 17.

Carman Community Health Centre,
360 4th St. SW., on Jan. 28 from 10:45
a.m. to 1 p.m. Monitor for symptoms
until Feb. 19.

Public health is also asking anyone
who was at these locations during the
specified times to check their immu-
nization records and ensure they are
up to date with a measles-containing
vaccine (MMR or MMRYV).

Are you feeling dissatisfied with your current financial insti-
tution and considering moving your money elsewhere? If so,
consider these factors before making your next move.

TAX PREPARATION SERVICES

For individuals born in 1970 or later
who were exposed at these locations
and have never received a measles
vaccine or had a measles infection,
public health recommends receiving
the measles vaccine. These individu-
als are also advised to reduce contact
with others—especially those who
are unimmunized or have weakened
immune systems—from the fifth day
after exposure to the 21st day after the
latest exposure, and to watch closely
for symptoms until the listed moni-
toring date.

Certain people should not receive
the measles vaccine, including infants
younger than six months, pregnant
women and people with weakened
immune systems. These individuals
should contact their health-care pro-
vider or public health, as they may
be eligible for preventative treatment
if it can be given within six days of
exposure. Close contacts may also be
asked by public health to isolate and
consider vaccination.

Symptoms of measles typically ap-
pear seven to 21 days after exposure.
Early symptoms may include fever,
runny nose, drowsiness, irritability
and red eyes, followed by small white
spots inside the mouth or throat. Sev-

eral days later, a red blotchy rash usu-
ally appears on the face and spreads
down the body. Measles can lead to
serious complications such as ear in-
fections, diarrhea, pneumonia and
encephalitis.

Anyone who develops symptoms
and may have been exposed is ad-
vised to isolate at home and contact
their health-care provider, advising
them of the potential measles expo-
sure. Health officials recommend call-
ing ahead so clinics can take steps to
reduce the risk of exposing others.

Measles is a highly infectious com-
municable disease spread through
airborne droplets when an infected
person coughs or sneezes. A person
can transmit the virus from four days
before the rash appears until four
days after. The illness can be severe
and, in some cases, life-threatening,
particularly for infants and young
children.

Immunization is the only effective
protection against measles. In Mani-
toba, a two-dose measles vaccine
program is routinely provided for
children at one year of age and again
between four and six years. In expo-
sure situations, a second dose may be
given earlier, and some children aged

six months to under 12 months may
also be eligible during an outbreak.

More information on measles, ex-
posure sites and immunization is
available at gov.mb.ca/health/publi-
chealth/diseases/ measles.html, or by
contacting Health Links-Info Santé at
204-788-8200 in Winnipeg or 1-888-
315-9257 toll-free in Manitoba.

Public health officials say the situa-
tion continues to be monitored, with
updated case numbers posted weekly
on Fridays.
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Our mistake

Our story last week on author
John Warms’ new book, The Girl
Who Met Sasquatch, repeatedly in-
cluded an error when referring to
one of his earlier books.

His second book is Strange Crea-
tures Seldom Seen, not Stranger
Creatures Seldom Seen.

We regret the error and any con-
fusion it may have caused.

- J

Our team is fully competent in your Financial,
Bookkeeping and Tax Service needs.

Winkler, MB - 431-775-7742

YOUR FINANCIAL SITUATION

Before making any changes, assess your
finances. If you have substantial assets,
you'll be in a better position to negotiate
attractive deals with a new financial insti-
tution. It's also crucial not to overlook the
importance of your credit rating. If your
credit score has declined in the past few
years, it could impact the benefits you're
eligible for with a new institution.

THE COMPLEXITY OF THE PROCESS

The idea of switching to a new bank
may be appealing for the prospect of
better interest rates, waived transac-
tion fees and enticing rewards programs.

However, changing over isn’t a quick and easy task. You'll
have to notify your employer, the government, your service
providers, creditors and anyone else who automatically de-
posits or withdraws money from your account.

POTENTIAL FEES

Some banks charge fees and withhold taxes when they release
funds to be transferred. The amounts vary based on the na-
ture of your accounts (whether they’re investments or savings
accounts, for example). Keep a few hundred dollars as a buf-
fer in each of your accounts so you have enough to cover any
pre-authorized payments you may have overlooked. Defaulting
on payments could result in penalties, so it's important to stay
on top of your financial commitments.

Once your move is complete, be sure to close your old accounts.
Many institutions charge fees for inactive accounts, so it's best
to tie up loose ends.

ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS

If switching financial institutions seems too tedious, there are
other ways to improve your satisfaction with your financial
services. For example, you can speak up about your dissatisfac-
tion with your current institution. By expressing your willingness
to switch institutions, you could negotiate better terms or a
more attractive transaction package. Your feedback can make a
real difference.

Tip: Before starting a conversation with your financial insti-
tution, review the fees associated with each of your accounts.
These fees could be silently eating away at your money, adding
up to hundreds of dollars a year. Don't be afraid to negotiate!

Consider doing business with more than one institution. You
could keep your current accounts with one and let another han-
dle your investments. This way, you might snag advantageous
rates without having to completely switch everything around.

Do you need help finding a new institution or renegotiating
with your current one? Contact a financial expert in your area.



Catan national qual

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Calling all Catan fans: Louis Riel Day weekend is
your chance to shine.

Sixteen13 Ministry is hosting its second Manitoba
Catan Tournament on Saturday Feb. 14 and Sunday,
Feb. 15 at The Bunker in Winkler (545 Industrial Dr.)

But there’s much more than just local bragging
rights on the line.

“This is a qualifier for the Catan National Cham-
pionship,” explains organizer Harold Espinosa, not-
ing this year the only other Manitoba qualifier, so far
as he knows, is in Brandon.

The winner of the Winkler event will have their
hotel and airfare to the Canadian championship in
Toronto covered. That tournament’s dates are still to
be determined, but it's expected to take place some-
time in late spring.

The last time the ministry hosted this event was
2024, and its winner—Morden’s Nastasha Kroeker-
Ortiz—made it all the way to the semi-finals at na-
tionals.

“We had almost 40 people out last time,” Espinosa
says. “I'm hoping for 100 this time around.”

Every registered player will get six games, running
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on the Saturday and 1 p.m. to
4 p.m. on the Sunday, followed by the playoffs that
evening. Lunch on Saturday and supper on Sunday
is included with your registration fee of $50.

You can register online at etherlan.ca. You must be
18 years old or up to take part.

While only the last player standing will win the
trip to nationals, every player will be entered to win
raffle prizes, including a 3D Catan game and expan-
sions.
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Catan players will go head to head in Winkler Feb. 14-15 for a chance to win a trip to the Catan National

Championship in Toronto later this year.

Proceeds from the weekend go to support Six-
teen13 Ministry’s work helping those in need both
close to home and around the world.

“Whatever is left goes to the ministry to help fami-
lies. So we're going to be buying groceries so we can
bring it to them, show we care, get to know their
families, and just pray with them, invite them to
church, just be an encouragement to them,” Espino-
sa says of their food ministry program—one of sev-
eral support programs they operate across southern
Manitoba.

Connection is a big part of what the ministry is all

about, Espinosa notes, so it’s quite fitting to host a
board game weekend to support its work.

“It’s interactive—people can talk, have some fun,
share their thoughts,” he says of the big draw of
Catan, which has been getting people into modern
board gaming since the late ‘90s. “It’s just that rela-
tionship that people have, that common ground to
just play a game and relax.

“I think the second draw is the strategy of it—ev-
erybody plays until one person wins, so everybody
has a blast and a half.”

Central Region Crop Meetings in Carman, Portage and Austin

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Manitoba Agriculture’s 2026 Central
Region Crop Meetings are coming up
in three locations this month.

Specialists will be sharing informa-
tion on pest, weed, and disease issues
and management at talks in Carman,
Portage la Prairie, and Austin.

“Winter is a key planning time for
producers, and these meetings pro-
vide an opportunity to hear directly
from extension experts, ask questions,
and discuss challenges and opportu-
nities with others in the region,” said
Callum Morrison, crop production
extension specialist with Manitoba
Agriculture. “The focus is on practical,
research-based information that farm-
ers can apply on their own operations
in the coming year.”

Morrison’s own presentation will
provide pest monitoring updates and
share a bit about the recently launched
Prairies and Ontario cover crop sur-
vey.

Also speaking will be entomolo-
gist John Gavloski, who will provide
updates and forecasts on the insects
producers can expect to deal with this
year, as well as scouting and manage-

ment tips.

Rounding out the morning will be
weed specialist Kim Brown with her
tips on what weeds to watch out for
and how to control them.

This is the third year these meetings
have been held, Morrison shared, and
past sessions have been well-received.

“We try to switch it up a little bit
every year so it’s different topics,” he

said, noting two of the meetings rotate
between different locations across the
region as well, giving all producers
easy access to them.

JOIN US FOR THE FEBRUARY CONSIGNMENT SALES 2026

FEBRUARY OFFSITE Consignment Sale
Viewing: Feb. 16th-19th from 9 AM to 5 PM.
Bidding starts: Feb. 19, 2026 at 9:00 AM
Lots start closing on Feb. 25, 2026 at 10:00 AM.
Pick up days: Friday, Feb. 27th &
Saturday, Feb 28th from 9 AM to 5 PM

Ashern Auction Mart

First Annual Online Equipment Sale
Viewing: April 20th - 24th, 2026 from 9 AM to 5 PM.
Bidding starts: April 23rd, 2026 at 10:00 AM
Lots start closing on April 29th, 2026 at 10:00 AM.
Pick up days: Thursday, April 30th &

Friday May 1st from 9 AM to 5 PM

FEBRUARY ONSITE Consignment Sale

Viewing: Feb. 16th-19th from 9 AM to 5PM.

Bidding starts: Feb. 19, 2026 at 9:00AM
Lots start closing on Feb. 25, 2026 at 10:00AM.
Pick up days: Friday, Feb. 27th &

Saturday Feb 28th from 9 AM to 5 PM

GRUNTHAL

¥ AUCTION &

SERVICE

Call today if you would like to consign your items! Office (204) 434-6519 e Brad Kehler (204) 346-2440 Darryl Enns (204) 216-0931 e Ed Pylypjuk (204) 392-8442
ITEMS ARE SOLD AS YOU SEE THEM, Call Now to Consign in Upcoming Auctions. If you require help or do not have internet access please call the office at (204) 434-6519.
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Manitoba 55+ Games is coming
to Morden-Winkler-Stanley

Organizers put call out for athletes,
volunteers, and sponsors

By Ashleigh Viveiros

It's the biggest sporting event of the
year for older athletes, and it's com-
ing to Morden-Winkler-Stanley this
spring.

The 2026 Manitoba 55+ Games will
bring hundreds of athletes to the re-
gion, shares sports co-chair Dale
Ready.

“TIt could be between 1,000 or 1,2000
people,” he said. “We have 14 events
that we're hosting between the com-
munities.”

Curling—two-person stick and four-
person team—will be first up, taking
place at the Winkler and Morden
rinks March 17-19. The other events
run June 9-11 with competition in
five-pin bowling (at the rink in Car-
man), bocce ball, disc golf, 9- and
18-hole golf, horseshoes, pickleball,
predicted walk/run, slo-pitch, pool,
swimming, contract and duplicate
bridge, and cribbage.

It's going to be a great opportunity
to highlight all three communities,
Ready noted, and the region as a
whole.

And if past Games are any indica-

tion, it's also going to be a blast for
everyone taking part.

“I've competed twice, in pickleball,
and while there is competition, there
is also just a huge amount of fun and
social pieces to the Games,” he said.
“It's about being active, whether it’s
physically, mentally .. at 55+, we
want our seniors to remain engaged
and vital.”

The Manitoba 55+ Games have been
in operation since 1983, growing from
365 participants that first year to over
1,600.

Morden-Winkler’s last time hosting
the competition was back in 2002 (in
Morden) and 1995 (in Winkler).

As always, an event of this size re-
quires a lot of community support,
and local organizers are working hard
to get the word out.

“We're really in the beginning stag-
es of promoting and getting people
thinking about it,” Ready said.

“We have a number of people that
have stepped forward already as vol-
unteers for different areas ... but we
will be looking for more people that
are interested in helping out, whether
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Local athletes are invited to take part in the Manitoba 55+ Games, which this year
take place in Morden-Winkler-Stanley. It's been decades since the region hosted
the event, but there are always a host of local athletes participating, including

this group from several years ago.

it's one day, whether it’s an afternoon,
whether it’s all three days,” he said.
“Volunteers are a huge part of the
Games.”

The organizing committee has also
begun reaching out to area businesses
to discuss sponsorship opportunities.

“Hopefully people will get behind
the Games and see this as a real val-
ue for the communities that are in-
volved,” Ready said.

Registration for curling and vol-
unteering is available now online at
activeagingmb.ca. Registration for
the other events in June should open
shortly.

Head to the website above or contact
Active Aging in Manitoba at 204-632-
3947 or info@activeagingmb.ca for
more details.

Snow Goers derby supporting Segue Career Options

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The second annual Border Valley
Snow Goers Poker Derby sets off
from Plum Coulee later this month
for a day of snowy fun all across the
region.

The club have once again selected
Segue Career Options as the recipient
of partial proceeds from the day, with
the rest going to support the ongoing
maintenance of the hundreds of kilo-
metres of snowmobile trails the Snow
Goers oversee every winter.

Last year’s inaugural derby saw up-
wards of 80 riders come out, shares
club president James Wall, and they’re
hoping for similar success this time
around.

“If it’s decent snow conditions and
temperatures ... hopefully we'll get a
good turnout,” he says.

Registration runs from 9 a.m. to
noon at the Co-op gas bar in Plum
Coulee on Saturday, Feb. 14.

From there, riders will embark on a
120 kilometre route that takes them to

the Four Winds in Altona, the South
Border Shack, Mr. Mike’s in Winkler,
and finally back to Plum Coulee at the
arena where dinner and a silent auc-
tion will take place starting at 6 p.m.

At each stop on the route, partici-
pants will get cards to build up their
poker hands, which need to be in by
5p.m.

“The best hand wins,” explains Wall,
noting there are $1,500 in prizes up for
grabs. Participation is $10 per hand or
three hands for $25. Tickets to the din-
ner are $25 each.

All the snow we’ve gotten this win-
ter had made for some pretty good
trail conditions, though the warm
weather a few weeks ago really did a
number on them, Wall shares.

“We haven’t had a lot of snow since
then, but we're hoping for a little bit
of snow in the near future—we don’t
need a lot to bring them back into de-
cent shape.”

Volunteers maintain the trail net-
work, and they’ll be out in full force

in the weeks leading up to the derby.

“We cover from Morden all the way
to the Red River and then from the
border to the Hwy. 23,” Wall says. “We
have lots of volunteers for signing all
those trails, a really good bunch of
supporters.”

Segue, which is a program of Eden
Health Care Services, is thrilled to be
partnering with the Snow Goers again
on this event, says program director
Lavonne Kroeker.

The agency helps those with vari-
ous challenges in their lives overcome
them to find meaningful employment.

“We help individuals that are look-
ing for work,” Kroeker says. “We sup-
port people in all aspects of their job
search, particularly those who have
some type of employment barrier.
That can range from being out of the
workforce for a number of years to
potentially having a physical disabili-
ty that maybe makes it more challeng-
ing or you need to kind of look longer
in order to find an opportunity that’s

a good fit for you.

“We work one-on-one with folks as
well as have group sessions where
people can come and learn together
with other people and help them to
know that they’re not alone in their
job search.”

Segue will be using their portion of
the proceeds from the derby in a few
different ways.

“One thing we have been wanting to
do for awhile is replace some of our
signage outside our building,” Kroek-
er says. “We've had a new logo for
awhile and so we want to make sure
it all lines up.”

Kroeker shares they will also use
some of the funds to support ongoing
training opportunities for their staff.

“There’s always other opportunities
... over and above what we are fund-
ed for,” she explains. “So with this we
can register for some specific training
that can be helpful for us in the ser-
vices that we provide.”



By Dennis Young with files from Rebecca Sandulak

A former Carman athlete who helped shape the
earliest years of Canada’s national women'’s hockey
system has built a quiet life on Vancouver Island —
but the roots of her story remain firmly planted in
the community where her determination first took
hold.

Nicole “Nikki” Beare moved to Carman in 1992
from Souris and lived there until 1997, years that
would prove pivotal both personally and athletical-
ly. She attended Carman Collegiate, though her fi-
nal years of schooling were split between Manitoba
and Calgary as she trained with Canada’s emerging
women’s hockey programs.

Even then, Beare stood out.

As a teenager, she immersed herself in nearly
every sport available — soccer, badminton, cross-
country running, basketball, volleyball and baseball
— but hockey quickly became her defining pursuit.
She still laughs recalling her brief introduction to
ringette, a single game that ended with her sitting
on the red line in tears until her father helped her
off the ice.

The next day, she joined a boys” atom hockey team
in Souris.

“I wasn’t going to let the fact that I was a girl stop
me,” she said.

That determination carried her through the Car-
man Cougars program and onto Team Manitoba,
where she represented the province at the 1994
Canada Winter Games. At just 16, Beare took an-
other historic step. In 1996, she was selected — and
named captain — of Canada’s first national un-
der-19/junior women'’s team, launched by what is
now Hockey Canada.

The program marked a turning point in the wom-
en’s game, providing a national development path-
way that had never before existed. Beare’s selection
placed her among the first generation of players to
wear the Maple Leaf at the junior level,
at a time when women'’s hockey was
still fighting for recognition, funding
and ice time.

Her roommate during that national
team experience was future Olympic
and Hall of Fame star Caroline Ouel-
lette, a reminder of just how founda-
tional those early rosters would be-
come.

Beare’s national journey continued as
she trained in Calgary and Montreal
during the lead-up to the 1998 Winter
Olympics, skating alongside some of the most in-
fluential figures in women’s hockey history. Among
them were Manon Rhéaume, Angela James and
France Saint-Louis — players who were redefining
what was possible in the sport.

That same year, Beare reached the summit of se-
nior club hockey. Skating with the Calgary Oval X-
Treme, she helped capture the Abby Hoffman Cup
— Canada'’s national women’s club championship
— setting up the game-winning overtime goal in
the gold-medal game while working the play with
Dana Antal and Jennifer Botterill. The gold medal
national championship roster also included Hayley
Wickenheiser.

For Beare, the moment represented both achieve-
ment and affirmation — proof that the long hours,
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Nikki Beare was the captain of
the first Canadian Junior Women's
National Team in 1996.

sacrifices and barriers overcome by her generation
were helping move the game forward.

When her playing career ended, Beare took an
unexpected turn. She became a professional truck
driver, hauling ammonium nitrate through the
Rocky Mountains — a demanding job that reflected
the same grit and independence she showed as an
athlete.

Today, she lives in Port Alberni, B.C., where she
facilitates outreach and community service work,
helping others while enjoying the slower pace and
natural beauty of Vancouver Island.

“It's a permanent vacation when it is so beautiful
here,” she said.

Beare credits a wide circle of mentors for shaping
her path. She admired NHL for-
ward Russ Courtnall’s skating style
and chose to wear No. 9 in tribute
to Maurice “Rocket” Richard. Greg
Lacomy, her Canada Winter Games
coach, challenged her to recognize
opportunity, while Murray Arnold
instilled fundamentals and respect
for the game’s toughness. With the
national program, she learned un-
der Hall of Fame coach Daniele Sau-
vageau, alongside pioneers Shan-
non Miller and Wally Kozak.

Her parents, she says, were the constant.

“Of course, my parents were a huge part — finan-
cially and putting up with my intensity throughout
the years,” Beare said.

Her family lived on the Sandulak farm west of
Carman. Her father, Ed, worked closely with area
farmers at the grain elevators and coached exten-
sively in the community, helping guide her brother
Troy and his Goldeye teammates to a provincial
baseball championship. Her mother, Trish, worked
at the Valley Leader, forging deep ties within the
town — connections that still resonate with Nikki
today. Her niece, Ashtyn Sandulak, continues to
live in the region.

Although Beare has not returned to Carman since
moving away, she remains in touch with lifelong

STANDARD PHOTOS SUBMITTED

Caroline Ouellette and Nikki Beare were roommates in 1996 during the
Canadian Junior Women's Championships.
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Carman’s first female hockey player has made it
to the Hall of Fame in the arena. Just recently Hall
curator Dennis Young, was made aware that Nikki
Beare, a Cougar alumnus, was Captain of the 1st
Canadian Junior Women's team in 1996. She would go
on to compete internationally winning a gold medal.

friends, former teammates and teachers. She still
follows sports closely, cheering for the Toronto Blue
Jays and Montreal Canadiens, and reflects fondly
on growing up in a town where sport was part of
everyday life.

“There are fond memories of dressing up in cos-
tumes with my best friends to ride on the news-
paper’s float in the Carman Fair parade with my
mom,” she recalled. “There’s a special connection
to this publication because of her.”

Now, Beare has taken her rightful place in the Car-
man Arena’s Hockey Hall of Fame — recognition
not only of her on-ice success, but of her role as a
quiet pioneer in women’s hockey.

As for the future, she’s content.

“Simply enjoying a quiet life,” she said.

Yet her story continues to matter — a reminder
that long before the spotlight reached women'’s
hockey, athletes from small towns like Carman
were already changing the game.
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Macdonald Swarm stay perfect with weekend sweep

By Annaliese Meier

The Macdonald Swarm continued
their perfect season with back-to-back
dominant wins, defeating the Warren
67’s 9-0 on Friday before rolling past
the East St. Paul Gators 8-1 on Sunday
night at the Sanford Recreation Centre.

Against Warren, Macdonald erupted
for four first-period goals and never
looked back. Tyler Van de Velde scored
twice in the opening frame, including
the game-winning goal, and complet-
ed a hat trick later in the game. Hunter
Mangin added two goals, while Cade

Sabres sweep

By Annaliese Meier

The Sanford Sabres picked up a pair
of wins last week to remain third in
the West Division with a 14-6 record
in Manitoba Women’s High School
Hockey League play.

Sanford edged the John Taylor Pip-
ers 3-2 on the road Jan. 28, with Halle
Penner scoring twice, including the
game-winner with 59 seconds re-
maining in regulation. Mikalah Grant
finished with two assists, while John
Taylor’s goals came from Eve Moose-
tail and a power-play marker by Vera
Yushkevich.

McCallum, Adam Bossyut and Carter
Campbell also scored. Ethan Wiebe
made 20 saves for the shutout, while
Scott Mailloux faced 62 shots in the
loss. Warren went 0-for-8 on the power
play.

The Swarm followed that perfor-
mance with another lopsided victory
Sunday, scoring eight unanswered
goals around a lone second-period
marker by East St. Paul. Van de Vel-
de continued his hot streak with two
goals and two assists, opening the
scoring late in the first period and

adding the game-winner early in the
second. Cooper Rodewald, skating as
an affiliate player, scored three times,
including a power-play goal, while
Cade McCallum, Kayden Robertson
and Brady Mattys also found the net.

Jack Martin stopped 30 of 31 shots
to earn the win in goal for Macdon-
ald, while Aiden Poseluzney made 54
saves for East St. Paul. The Swarm fin-
ished 1-for-4 on the power play, while
the Gators were held scoreless on two
opportunities.

With the two wins, Macdonald im-

proved to 27-0-0 on the season and re-
mains firmly atop the Hanover Tache
Junior Hockey League standings with
54 points, holding a perfect 1.000 win-
ning percentage and a league-best goal
differential. Warren sits 11th at 2-23-0-
3, while East St. Paul is ninth at 8-18-0.

Macdonald is back in action Tues-
day night at the Gateway Rec Centre
against East St. Paul, followed by a
home game Friday against Warren
and a road matchup Saturday in Land-
mark.

week in boys and girls high school hockey

The Sabres followed up with a 3-1
home win over the SMA Flames on
Jan. 29. After SMA opened the scor-
ing, Sanford responded with goals
from Sadie Spicer, Liza Bestland on
the power play and Penner, who
again struck in the third period. Grant
added two assists and Kaili Ward re-
corded helpers on the final two goals.

Sanford returns to action with
back-to-back home games, hosting
Oak Park on Feb. 2 at 3:30 p.m. and
Churchill on Feb. 3, also at 3:30 p.m.

Sanford also collected two wins

last week to remain seventh in the
Winnipeg Free Press Division with a
9-10 record in Winnipeg High School
Hockey League play.

The Sabres edged Kelvin Clippers
5-4 in overtime on the road Jan. 28,
erasing multiple deficits in a back-
and-forth contest. Austin Iliffe scored
twice, including the overtime winner,
while Brayden Strydhorst, Koston
Laramee and Cooper Rodewald also
found the scoresheet. Sanford’s tying
goal came late in the third period be-
fore Iliffe ended it 3:38 into overtime.

Beavers battle but drop pair; Hawks split

By Annaliese Meier

The Carman Beavers showed flashes
of pushback but were unable to slow
surging opponents last week, while
the Notre Dame Hawks earned a state-
ment win at home after an overtime
setback.

Carman fell 7-3 to the Portage Island-
ers on Jan. 26, with Portage capitaliz-
ing twice on the power play to seize
control early. The Islanders built a 4-0
lead before Everett Bestland put the
Beavers on the board midway through
the second period.

Carman carried momentum into the

third, as Jackson Reimer scored just
64 seconds in to trim the deficit, but
Portage answered quickly and pulled
away. Dean Gorchynski added a pow-
er-play goal late in the third. Luke
Zacharias finished with 37 saves in the
Carman net.

The Beavers were competitive again
on Jan. 31, but a late third-period push
by the Red River Wild handed Carman
a 4-3 home loss. Carman scored three
times in the opening half of the game,
with goals from Scott Atkins, A] Ny-
chuk and captain Tyler Park to take a
3-1 lead.

Red River responded with three un-
answered goals in the third period, in-
cluding Troy Lehmann’s game-winner
at 15:18. Dan Wenham made 42 saves
in the loss.

Carman sits ninth in the SEMHL
standings and is set to host Winkler on
Feb. 6.

Notre Dame dropped a tight 5-4
overtime decision to the Ile des Chenes
Northstars on Jan. 29, rallying mul-
tiple times to force extra time. Goals
from Connor Hamonic, Ben Grift, Jake
Carels and Max Collet kept the Hawks
within reach before Tyler Swerdyliak

Sanford followed up with a 4-2
home win over CPET Spartans on
Jan. 30. Tliffe opened the scoring early,
while Strydhorst, Rodewald and Jake
Johnston added goals as Sanford built
a multi-goal cushion. CPET struck
late in both the first and third periods,
but Sanford held on for the win.

Sanford faces a busy stretch ahead,
travelling to J.H. Bruns Broncos on
Feb. 2 at 2:30 p.m. and Gabrielle-Roy
Les Roy on Feb. 4 at 3 p.m., before re-
turning home to host CSLR Raiders
on Feb. 6 with a 4:15 p.m. puck drop.

busy stretch

ended it in overtime.

The Hawks rebounded emphati-
cally on Jan. 31, skating to a 6-1 win
over the Winkler Royals. Notre Dame
struck four times in the first period,
with Collet scoring twice, and never
looked back. Richard Lesage, Nicolas
Vigier and Jeff Michiels also found the
scoresheet, while Christopher Lesage
stopped 32 shots to earn the win.

Notre Dame sits seventh in the SEM-
HL standings and faces a busy road
stretch, visiting Portage on Feb. 4 and
Morden on Feb. 7, before hosting Ile
des Chenes on Feb. 10.

<LEEEyL

¢ S.E.M.H.L. SCHEDULE * S.E.M.H.L. SCHEDULE °* S.E.M.H.L. SCHEDULE * S.E.M.H.L. SCHEDULE °

WINKLER ROYALS
AT CARMAN BEAVERS

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6 AT 8:00 P.M. AT CARMAN ARENA

Check semhl.net for the full schedule!
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Announcements Classifieds GlEED

Book Your Classified Ad Today - Call 204-467-5836 news@carmanstandard.ca

SCRAP METAL

Buyer for all farm-
yard scrap, machinery
and autos. No item
too large! Best prices
paid. Phone Alf at 204-
461-1649.

WANTED

Firearms wanted.
Looking for all un-
wanted firearms. Fully
licensed for both non-
restricted and restrict-
ed. Anywhere from
individual items to es-
tates. Cash buyer, pay-
ing top dollar. Please
call or text Adam at
204-795-2850.

FOR RENT

15 minutes from Car-
man or Winkler. Large
2 x 6 construction
house trailer, 1400 sq
ft, 3 bedroom, 2 bath-
room, appliances in-
cluded. On 1 acre lot
in town. 204-615-0676.

SHOP
LOCAL

NOTICES

URGENT PRESS RELEASES - Have a newswor-
thy item to announce? An exciting change in
operations? Though we cannot guarantee pub-
lication, MCNA will get the information into the
right hands for ONLY $35 + GST/HST. Call MCNA
(204) 947-1691 for more information. See www.
mcna.com under the “Types of Advertising” tab
for more details.

NOW BOOKING YOUR CLASSIFIED ADS FOR
2026! Let us help you book your blanket classified
ads across Manitoba, and increase your pres-
ence! If have a booth at any upcoming TRADE
SHOWS, advertise, and let people know that you
will be there by placing an ad with us! Your ad
will be seen in the MCNA Member Newspapers,
in over 368,000+ homes in Manitoba. Please
call 204-467-5836 or MCNA at 204-947-1691 for
more details or to book ads. Take advantage of
our great pricing! MCNA - Manitoba Community
Newspapers Association. www.mcna.com

HEALTH

Are you suffering from joint or arthritic pain? If
S0, you owe it to yourself to try elk velvet antler
capsules. Hundreds have found relief. Benefits
humans and pets. EVA is composed of proteins,
amino acids, minerals, lipids and water. Key com-
pounds that work to stimulate red blood cell pro-
duction & cartilage cell regeneration & develop-
ment. Stonewood Elk Ranch Ltd., 204-467-8884
or e-mail stonewoodelkranch@gmail.com

Classified booking
deadline is Monday

at 4 p.m. prior

to Thursday’s
publication
Please Call

204-467-5836

Cash 4 Coin
Collections!

Also BUYING Old
Jewelry, Nuggets,
Bullion, Gold, Silver,
Platinum, Sterling
Silverware, Franklin
Mint sets, Royal
Canadian Mint Coins,
pre 1937 Paper
Money, old coins,
numismatists, Rare
Coins, Silver Coins,
Gold coins, etc.
Covering Winnipeg & Rural
Manitoba. | drive to you!
CALL ME NOW!!
TODD:
1-204-904-9705

HONOUR YOUR
LOVED ONES
WITH AN
ANNOUNCEMENT
IN THE STANDARD

Online McSherry
Auctions

Firearms and Accessories
Tues.,Feb.10 @ 7:00 PM

Estate and Moving
Wed, Feb.11 @ 7:00 PM

Vintage & Collectible Toys
Tues., Feb.17 @ 7:00 PM

McSherryAuction.com
204-467-1858

or 204-886-7027
mesherryltd @gmail.com

BATTERIES FOR
EVERYTHING!
50,000 BATTERIES
IN STOCK
*Auto *Farm *Truck
*Construction *ATV
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Computers *Medical
*All phones *Chargers
*Marine *RV & more
Shipping/Delivery avail.
THE BATTERY MAN
1390 St. James St.
Winnipeg
TF 1-877-775-8271
www.batteryman.ca

ADVERTISE YOUR
ITEMS FOR SALE IN
THE STANDARD

{gmcna

Response Builder
Advertising

WORKS!

« GET SEEN by over
360,000 Manitoba
Homes!

« Createinstant top of

mind awareness

Showcase your info,

business, product,

job, announcements
or event

« We format it, to
make it look great!

« Starting at $239.00
(includes 35 lines of
space)

e The ads blanket the
province and run in
MCNA's 31 Manitoba
community
newspapers

« Very cost effective
means of getting
your message out to
the widest possible
audience

Contact this newspaper
NOW or MCNA at
204.947.1691 or email
classified@mcna.com

www.mcna.com

Remember
Your
Loved

Ones

with an
Announcement
in the

Call 204-467-5836

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT
CARMAN-DUFFERIN RECREATION
IS LOOKING FOR INDIVIDUALS TO
FILL THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS:

FARMERS SHOP
AND LOCAL
RANCHERS

Plan to attend the Bred Cow
and heifer sale
February 7th, 2026
at 1:00 pm at the

operating as
at

Ashern Auction Mart

Open Consignment Bred
Cow and Heifer Sale

30 Bred cows for Roger Burak
Polled Hereford cows, Bred to Hereford
Bulls. Start calving March 15th

10 cows for Bob Truthwaite
Top end Hereford Cows bred Hereford,
most can be papered if required.
Start calving Feb 10, 2026
4 cows - 5th-6th calvers
6 cows — 2nd-3rd calvers
Full Health program.

11 Cows for Ray Bittner
7 top end 3yr old red Angus 4yr old
red Angus cows.
Full heath program on the herd good cows.
Bred to red Angus bulls turned out
June 7, 2025

20 bred cows for Abe Reimer

has applied for a

to serve liquor
from:

process.

application.

zoning bylaws and

Bred Simmental to 80-85lb BW bulls. Email:
Start calving March 1, 2026. Mail:
Bulls turned out June 22, 2025 to
September 30, 2025.
Full Health Program. Fax:

More consigners welcome

For further information contact:
Ashern Auction Mart — 204-768-2360
Kirk — 204-768-0019
License #1128

LIQUOR LICENCE APPLICATION

PUBLIC NOTICE
ST. CLAUDE CURLING CLUB INC.,

ST. CLAUDE AND HAYWOOD CURLING CLUB
114 3rd STREET
ST. CLAUDE, MANITOBA

GENERAL LIQUOR SERVICE LICENCE

MONDAY TO SUNDAY
9:00 A.M. to 2:00 A.M.
1:00 P.M. to 2:00 A.M. REMEMBRANCE DAY

Citizen and community input is an important part of the application

Please contact the Liquor, Gaming and Cannabis Authority
of Manitoba at 204-927-5300 if you have questions about this

Please contact your municipality if you have questions about

requirements.

If you want to make a formal objection to this application, please
send us your objection in writing by 4:30 p.m.

14 DAYS FOLLOWING THE PUBLICATION OF THIS ADVERTISEMENT

You can email, mail or fax your objection. Please include your
contact information.

objection@LGCAmb.ca
LGCA Objections

1055 Milt Stegall Drive
Winnipeg, MB R3G 0Z6
204-927-5385

- We respond to all formal objections and will work to resolve
objections before issuing a licence.

- A copy of the objection, including the name of the person who
submits the objection, will be provided to the licence applicant.

- Each person who submits an objection will be advised in
writing of the outcome to the licence application.

Carman-Dufferin Pool and Campground Cashier: Responsi-

bilities include calculation of admission fees, receiving monies
from patrons, and providing change. Counting patrons for at-
tendance information, answering the telephone, and responding
to patron questions. Performing routine upkeep and cleaning
of the facility. Perform other related duties as assigned for the
campground. *Must be 13 years of age or older. This position in-
volves shift work, including days, evenings, and weekends from
June to August.

Lifeguard/Instructor or Lifeguards: Responsibilities include
safe delivery of the Lifesaving Society programs, constant and
consistent supervision of patrons in and around the aquatic en-
vironment, cleaning, and regular pool maintenance. Qualifica-
tions: Applicants must have all current applicable certifications.
Must be 14 years of age or older and capable of working in a
team environment. This position involves shift work, including
days, evenings, and weekends, June — August.

Recreation Summer Maintenance Personnel: Responsibilities
include mowing grass, weed whacking, cleaning, and mainte-
nance of parks and recreational facilities during May — Septem-
ber. * Must be 16 years of age or older, have a valid driver’s li-
cense, and be capable of working in a team environment.

For more information on any positions, please call Renae @ 204-
745-2684 or email admincdr@townofcarman.com. Please send
or email a resume and photocopies of any certifications, where
applicable, to:

Carman-Dufferin Recreation

Box 160 Carman, MB ROG 0J0

Email: admincdr@townofcarman.com

The deadline for applications is February 20, 2026.
Thank you to all applicants for their interest, however only
those under consideration will be contacted.
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Announcements Classifieds GlED

Book Your Classified Ad Today - Call 204-467-5836 news@carmanstandard.ca

OBITUARY
REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT | TURNYOUR STASH Hanna Di
INTO CASH!! . anna Dirks .
OPPORTUNITV l" RM OF LO“.SE It is with profound sadness that we announce the passing of
Hanna Dirks on January 31, 2026 at the age of 96 years.
= Funeral service will be held from Carman Christian Fellowship
on Friday, February 6, 2026 at 2:00 p.m. Interment will follow in the
—— Greenwood Cemetery.
Now buying GOLD, Memorial donations may be made to Tabor Home or to a charity
SILVER & PLATINUM. of one’s choice.
Buying old Jewelry,

Doyle’s Funeral Home
in care of the arrangements
www.doyles funeralhome.ca

Broken Jewelry, Bullion,
Bars, Ingots, Wafers,
Nuggets, Gold dust,
Dental Gold, Coins,

Coin Collections,
Numismatics, Sterling
Silverware & more!
Estate liquidations of
Precious Metals.

This well-maintained multiplex property (extensively renovated) offers a
unique opportunity to own a stable, cash positive investment in a high-
demand rental market. Two off-street parking spaces as well as a 10x20
portable garage and a detached 20x22 garage with newer cement floor
benefit the tenants. The property has enjoyed a zero vacancy rate for over
four years and a solid rentalincome (IRR 11%). Whether you’re a seasoned

Remember Your

investor or new to the multifamily market, this is a compelling opportunity _IPAY CASH!
to acquire a cash-flowing asset in a location with numerous amenities and cn"n"e’_':‘%w'l":'!’egt& R“’f' Loved Ones
. q . anitoba. I arive 1o you: - -
growth potential. Make an offer on this property listed at $325,000 (less CALL ME NOW! with an Announcement in the Call 204-467-5836

than $100 s.f.). Buyer’s brokers are welcome at 2% commission.

Financial metrics available. Email inquiries to kwikwriter@gmail.com TODD: 1-204-904-9705

CROSSWORD

take -.

Fun By The
Numbers

SUDOKU

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending

puzzle will have
? 6 you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
g 5 sharpen your

pencil and put
eﬁ- your sudoku

savvy to the test!
3168 5 7
3 2

Level: intermediate

4

AW

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

9|V ajN|3|d|L
AENBE0EEAY .«  BHERE
6|lv|Li2|S|]8]19]|¢€ 3lv N|jo|w|1][v]|s
cls|ols|v|z]6]|2]|!t ! v vis
d 1|V |V 113
1€1916|8|2C19]|} |V v s v N
glelzlv|i|olelz]s : ’
I BB HBAE T 3
slelelt]zlelv]8]o ‘A "
alzlsls]slv]]e]z nTols 5
vltlelolzlslzls]e6 ulo 3'
ol vi|d
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Sudoku Answer
Crossword Answer

CLUES ACROSS
1. Native American group of N.
California
5. Geological times (Brit. sp.)

10. Tool to remove

12. Rods

14. One who renews

16. They precede C

18. Chatter incessantly

19. __ King Cole, musician

20. Insect parts

22. One from Utah

23. The world of the dead

25. Singer Redding

26. NBA legend Nelson

27. Indicates wrongly

28. Unhappy

30. Anger

31. Dark brown

33. Some are in kitchens

35. Made a mistake

37.Damp

38. Type of fuel

40. Actor Damon

41. What thespians do

42. One’s mother

44, Disallow

45. Swiss river

48. A banana has one

50. Philippines lake and volcano
are two

52. Relative biological
effectiveness (abbr.)

53. Agave

55. Journalist Tarbell

56. One-time tech giant

57. Indicates upon

58. Intestinal bacteria

63. Loose sheaths around the
spinal cord

65. It goes with nook

66. A fashion

67.Very eager to hear or see

22

26

35 |36
38
41
48
53
57
63
66 67
CLUES DOWN
1. Witch 29. Indian territory __ and Diu
2. Utilize 32. A place to sleep

3. Writing utensil

4. Where rockers go to work

5. Subsides

6. Consume

7. Greek mythological figures

8. California mountain town
9.Tin

10. Muse of lyric and love poetry
11. Animates anew

13. Humorous criticisms

15. Gool!

17. Worst

18. Wet dirt

21. Designed to be useful

23. Hebrew unit of liquid capacity
24. High schoolers’ test

27. Computer device

34. Al tool

35. Pass or go by

36. Indicates a purchase

39. A digital tape recording of
sound

40. More (Spanish)

43. Disfigured

44. White (Spanish)

46. Church building

47. Georgia rockers

49. Type of surgery

51. Much __ about nothing

54. Make by braiding

59. Local area network

60. Unit of work or energy

61. Member of indigenous people
of Thailand
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SLECYIISSIONS
CONFERENCE
February5-8,2026

Thursday & Friday — 7P™m
Sunday — 10:30Am with potluck to follow
Sunday — 7PM to wrap up the conference

Host Pastor — Mike Giesbrecht
Gospel Light Baptist Church

Guest Speaker — Benjamin Reimer

Serving in Liberia, Africa since 2016

Jake Friesen
CanAmera Baptist Missions

163 2nd Street SE, Carman, MB  204-745-2078
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Bonnie Jean (Strachan) Froebe
1942 - 2020

As the song goes: “Some
enchanted evening, when
you find your true love” so
started our love affair.

My sweet angel has gone
to sing in the celestial choir
six years ago. It seems like
yesterday. She was the
centre of my universe. We
were so good together.
The cold wind of February
reminds me of how cold |
felt when she passed. My
heart stopped. | still miss
her so, especially on these
cold nights when we would
keep each other warm. |
have a cold empty space in

my heart where there used to be a passionate glow.

We held hands as often as we could after I finally got up the nerve to hold her hand at the Carman
Fair signalling my love for her on our third encounter. | finally understood the enchantment that
she conveyed.

Oh, how we miss her guiding light. She was such a calming soul, she kept so many settled in their
roles passing through their lives. Through her counselling as a wife, mother, grandmother, singing
teacher, Sunday school teacher, and her many other roles in the community.

She was always a good cook. She achieved excellence in managing food for the Carman Fair
dining hall, Carman United Church Fall Supper “take out”, and many other occasions as well as
our own home.

Her “Cowboy” cookies enthralled the neighbourhood kids. Whenever they got a whiff of her
cookies they were at our home. There was love in those cookies.

Her smile filled my soul. We often danced the night away in the living room in brighter days, and
when she was overcome with her Parkinson’s and | helped her out of her chair, we would always
have a hug, and, if she was able, we would do a little dance. Oh, be still my soul.

| encouraged her to blossom as we travelled along life’s trail together, as she did for me. We
could not have accomplished the many things that we did without each others constant support.
Her common sense, which she had in spades, was a constant reminder to keep me grounded. |
supported her many activities and encouraged her love of singing. We worked so well together;
on the farm and in the Canola Cash Advance business that we started together in the spare room
of our house in 1983.

She ultimately gave up her singing group of local kids that she was so proud of, and her singing
pupils who appreciated her so terribly much, not just for their singing lessons, but also for her
ability to counsel them through their life’s quandaries. She was a very remarkable person.

We were fortunate, along the way, to have two lovely daughters. They have both grown and
excelled in their professions. We have a wonderful grandson who is working hard in the computer
graphic design field and is a wonderful artist. They miss their mother and grandmother very
much. Bonnie and | were strong supporters of them in their pursuits.

Unfortunately, her Parkinson’s got her so fatigued that it took her prematurely. The world that |
knew with her was gone. | call her name, and | still keep her with me. | reach for all the loving
memories that resonate in my heart that light up my life. We were so good together. | still wake
up in the morning and reach for her. The days go by, but the ache remains.

It was hard watching her leave. In the dark of the evening in the hospital, Reverend Harold Kenyon
came, visited, and gave a last prayer. We were left alone. | held her hand as | always loved to

26-27 Kindergarten Registration

Registration for the 2026-2027 school year is now open! If your

child was born in 2021, they are eligible to attend kindergar-

ten beginning in September 2026. Parents/guardians may use
PRSD’s electronic registration form or contact schools directly using the infor-
mation below:

do. We acknowledged the wonderful life that we had together. We expressed our great love for
one another. We kissed and she was gone. | fell into an immense black hole. My soul yearned for
her. | didn’t want her to go. | had tears in my heart. It was the end of a truly incredible love story.
She spread her wings and rose to the heavenly choir. | can still hear her lyrical singing as my mind
roams in memory of her. We had three special songs that she would sing for me. The ultimate
love song “Ah Sweet Mystery of Love” by Victor Herbert, the haunting “Somewhere Over the
Rainbow” by Harold Arden, and the grand aria “Si mi chiamano Mimi” from Puccini’s opera “La
Boheme”. | would end up with tears in my eyes. Oh, how | miss her singing. We would go see “La
Boheme” wherever we could. We held hands during the opera and when Mimi dies in the end.
Every time! And Rodolfo, her lover, cries out “Mimi! Mimi!” and the curtain comes down, and we
weep.

She is now a bright angel singing sweet harmony in the celestial choir. Be still my heart. The
world | knew is gone. The days go by, but the grief doesn’t fade. Goodbye my sweet angel, until
we meet again.

www.g.prsdmb.ca/studentsparents/student-registration

Roland School
(204) 343-2023
mbenner@g.prsdmb.ca
mrempel@g.prsdmb.ca

Ecole Carman Elementary School
(204) 745-2623
vgiesbrecht@g.prsdmb.ca

Ecole St. Eustache

(204) 353-2869
steuoff@g.prsdmb.ca

Elm Creek School
(204) 436-2354
ecadmin@g.prsdmb.ca

St. Francois Xavier School
(204) 864-2868
sfx@g.prsdmb.ca

St. Laurent School
(204) 646-2209

Miami School loricombot@g.prsdmb.ca

(204) 435-2441
miamischool@g.prsdmb.ca

Your child’s birth certificate or Manitoba Health Card MUST be presented at the
time of registration.

Please contact the school by phone or email to make attendance
arrangements and with any questions.
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6 essential elements for planning a successful wedding

“ And they

LIVED HAPPILY

. ever after...

WEDDING SPECIAL

Inverness Falls
Resort

204-369-5336

Just got engaged and ready to
start planning your big day? Or-
ganizing a wedding is exciting,
but it also requires you to make a
lot of decisions. Here are five key
things to keep in mind.

1. SET A BUDGET

Start by deciding how much
you're willing to spend on the
event. You don't need an exact
figure right away, but you should
try to estimate costs for essentials
like the venue, cake, dresses and
suits.

2. CHOOSE AN OFFICIANT
Depending on whether you want
a civil or religious ceremony, you'll
have to hire someone who is le-
gally authorized to declare you
married. This could be a priest, a
notary or even a family member
who obtains the proper authori-
zation.

3. SEND OUT INVITATIONS
Whether you send your invita-
tions by post or email, get them
out as soon as possible. Ideally, you
should do this at least four months
before the wedding. This will help
you confirm the number of place
settings, chairs and other arrange-
ments that need to be provided
on the big day.

4, PLAN THE MENU

One of the keys to a successful
wedding is undoubtedly serving
good food. Take the time to ex-
plore your catering options. Some
caterers, for example, offer com-
plete buffet menus that include
vegetarian or lactose-free dishes.

5. BOOK AN ENTERTAINER OR
MUSICIAN

Music sets the tone for the cele-
bration. Depending on your bud-
get and preferences, hire a DJ or
live band to play appropriate mu-
sic at the ceremony, cocktail hour
and reception. Always ask for re-
ferences from satisfied customers
before booking.

hello@earthbudsflorist.com
204-325-4596
585 1st St unit 5B

ANY

SUIT,
SHIRT
& TIE
$329

V14

6. PLAN THE HONEYMOON

When planning your honey-
moon, consider booking a private
cabin or lakeside stay, exploring
nearby resorts or boutique hotels,
and choosing a destination that
allows time to rest and reconnect.
Prioritize comfort, privacy, and a
pace that suits you both.

Planning a wedding involves many
details, but careful preparation will
ensure nothing gets overlooked as
you create a magical moment that
reflects who you are. Hire a specia-
lized company in your area.

%@0 ?

INVITATIONS

Invitations
Announcements
Save The Date Cards
Personal Stationary
Thank You Cards

Interlake
Graphics

74 Patterson Drive,
Stonewall
204-467-5836
igraphic@mts.net

& COMPANY

Mens & Womens (

@LIVIENNE BRIDAL * 204-325-5595
253 MAIN AVE, PLUM COULEE, MB

Mon-Wed.
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