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Local artist Lisa Salazar recently spent 88 hours painting a 31-foot mural inside Carman’s Wee Care Child Center.
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Elm Creek artist paints mural for Wee Care Child Center

By Becca Myskiw

After dedicating much of her life to
teaching, Lisa Salazar is now estab-
lishing herself as an artist. Salazar
retired from her teaching position in
2022 and decided to focus on her art,
painting whenever she had the oppor-
tunity. She set up dedicated spaces for
her work in her home and camper, al-
lowing her to hone her skills quickly.
As her talent became known, people
began commissioning her for custom
pet portraits and photographs. yuh

“Animals are one of my favourite
things to paint,” said Salazar. “And
I can’t get away from being realistic,
being exact.”

Salazar’s paintings reflect a realism
style, capturing even the finest details,
like a dog’s whiskers. Recently, she
has expanded her artistry by using
recycled materials for her creations.
Whether it’s an old pallet board, saw
blade, stump, rock, or small piece of
wood, she finds joy in painting on
these surfaces. Salazar committed
to dedicating time each day to her
art. Although she felt unsure about
what it means to “be an artist,” she
embraced the learning journey. Since
making this decision, she has created
a website, set prices for her work,
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- /
Dinosaurs are just one part of the mural. Dinosaurs are just one part of the mural.
designed business cards, and started Council (GPAC) in Carman. After the
exhibiting her pieces in galleries. exhibition, GPAC referred her to the
Her first exhibition took place at the Wee Care Child Center for a mural
Cre8ery Gallery and Studio in Win- project. Salazar embraced the oppor-
nipeg’s Exchange District. Each time tunity to create a mural for a 31-foot
she sold a piece there, she replaced wall inside the childcare center. Merg-
it with another, accomplishing this ing fantasy and realism, she depicted
four times during her initial show- a scene with unicorns, castles, various
ing. Salazar currently has another modes of transport, and dinosaurs.
exhibition at the gallery, showcasing The mural features boats floating on
larger paintings, which will be on dis- lakes, a sky filled with balloons, jets,
play until January 24, 2025. During and geese, as well as the Winnipeg \ )

the holidays, Salazar also exhibited
her work at the Golden Prairie Arts

Carman Dufferin Recreation

Is looking for individuals to fill the following positions:

- Carman Dufferin Pool & Campground Cashier

- Lifeguard/Instructor

- Day Camp Staff

Please check out the carmanmanitoba.ca website for more details
regarding all positions.

Deadline for applications is February 14th, 2025

F¥©

carmanmanitoba.ca

cityscape and a farm scene complete
with animals, a combine, a grain cart,
a tractor, and a pickup truck. The mu-
ral also includes expansive fields, a
large forest teeming with small wood-
land creatures, and a night sky illumi-
nated by colorful northern lights.

In total, the project took Salazar 88
hours, each of those completed dur-
ing the evening or weekend when the
daycare wasn’t being used. She said
learning to use the latex paint for the
mural was the most challenging part
of the process since she’d only painted
walls with it before. Most of the paint
and materials for the centre’s mural
were paid for with a grant from Car-
man Dufferin Communities in Bloom.
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The scene depicts fantasy and realism.

Every time she added to the mu-
ral, the children at the center eagerly
studied it the next day, pointing out
each change and asking questions
about the artwork’s details. Salazar
found joy in watching their interac-
tions with her work.

“As an artist, you always beat your-
self up,” said Salazar. “At 88 hours, I
had to be like, ‘OK, I've got to stop.””

She spent her last few hours on the
mural, adding tiny details like insects
in the trees to make the wall as inter-
active and as educational for the chil-
dren as possible. She
said she re-painted
the small dog’s face
at least three times
before she was
happy with how it
looked.

“You see imper-
fections as an artist

- CervixCheck:
Every 3 years
‘U age 21- 69

[
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Get Checked for Cancer.
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Blizzard conditions
wreak chaos on local
highways

By Lorne Stelmach

The blizzard that swept into south-
ern Manitoba last Friday had a big-
ger impact than many other winter
storms in recent memory.

It led to a rare provincial emergency
alert that shut down highways across
southern Manitoba, with police ser-
vices and emergency personnel
stretched to the limit in responding to
multiple serious accidents, including
anumber involving multiple vehicles.

It was all a result of an Alberta Clip-
per that even led to local emergency
services setting up physical barriers
to try to keep motorists off closed lo-
cal highways.

The day saw winds gusting up to
100 kph, and there were not only nu-
merous multiple vehicle accidents but
power outages as well.

It was followed by another wintry
day Monday that saw extreme cold
warnings with windchill values that
were in the -44 to -50 range as bitterly
cold Arctic air remained over the re-
gion.

The high number of accidents across
the entire region Friday included a
six-vehicle collision six miles south
of PTH 23 on PTH 3 near the Winkler
Bible Camp.

A post at the time on social media
by Roland Fire noted highway con-
ditions were “deplorable” and urged

people to “please stay home” as it
dealt with multiple vehicles in the
ditch and stuck on the road.

At nearly the same time, another
incident involved a vehicle hitting a
semi-trailer that had jackknifed across
PTH 30 about a mile south of PTH 14.

There were then reports of many
drivers disregarding the fact high-
ways were closed, with Miami Fire
and Rescue offering this reminder
to motorists thinking of braving the
roads:

“May we remind you that if caught
you can be fined for travelling on
closed roads. Long story short, it’s
not worth it! Keep yourself as well as
other motorists safe, as well as your
first responders!”

Possible fines include $298 for light
vehicle drivers and $672 for heavy
vehicle drivers who drive on closed
roads and $672 for persons who in-
struct light vehicle drivers to use a
closed road and $1,296 for heavy
vehicle operators who instruct their
drivers to use a closed road.

For the most serious incidents, maxi-
mum fines of up to $5,000 for drivers
of heavy vehicles and up to $2,000 for
drivers of light vehicles are possible.
Convicted drivers also receive two
demerit points.

A vast majority of local school divi-
sions cancelled classes both Friday
and Monday, but one exception on
Friday was Western School Division,
where schools remained open but ru-
ral school bus service was cancelled.

“We're always looking at weather
conditions, road conditions ... seeing

/
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STANDARD PHOTO BY ROLAND FIRE DEPARTMENT
Manitoba Transportation and Infrastructure asked motorists to avoid driving
on all roadways in southern Manitoba as conditions worsened and the visibility
was near zero with multiple highways being closed last Friday. The Roland Fire
was dispatched to a six-vehicle collision, six miles south of PTH 23 on PTH 3.

Fortunately, no one was seriously injured.
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First blizzard of 2025 shuts downs most of southern Manitoba
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STANDARD PHOTOS BY DENNIS YOUNG

Wind speeds in and around Carman were 20 to 54 km/h, with gusts up to 91
km/h. Temperatures were recorded at -20 degrees C. during the day and dipped
to -26 degrees at night. The north west wind made it feel colder at -29 degrees
C. Help the Standard record the weather of the week and send in your photos of
friends and family enjoying the outdoors. Email: news@carmanstandard.ca

what’s going on in other divisions as
well,” said superintendent Stephen
Ross, who noted there can be such
varying conditions that also develop
or change rapidly or unexpectedly.

“I think, clearly, with Discovery
Trails being opened up now and it be-
ing in a wide open area, it’s a very dif-
ferent situation,” he added. “I think
we're certainly reflecting on Friday,
and part of considering our practices
going ahead is understanding that
maybe before Discovery Trails had
opened, we could operate in town
with sheltered schools without too
many difficulties, but maybe that’s
not the case with Discovery Trails ...
we may have to rethink it.”

As the brutal cold continues to grip
southern Manitoba, Environment
Canada offersed some general guide-
lines to keep in mind when there are
extreme weather or cold warnings, in-
cluding how the risks are greater for
young children, older adults, people
with chronic illnesses, people work-
ing outdoors and those without prop-
er shelter.

Frostbite can develop within min-
utes on exposed skin, especially with
windchill, and if it’s too cold for you
to stay outside, it’s too cold for your
pet to stay outside, they remind Man-
itobans.

And, of course, people are urged
to keep emergency supplies in their
vehicles, such as extra blankets and
jumper cables.

Extreme cold warnings are issued

when very cold temperatures or
windchill creates an elevated risk
to health such as frost bite and hy-
pothermia, and people are urged to
monitor alerts and forecasts issued by
Environment Canada before ventur-
ing out.

Travelers should always check Man-
itoba 511 at www.manitoba511.ca for
current road conditions prior to mak-
ing the decision to travel. 511 is up-
dated regularly by road patrols, but
conditions can change in a matter of
minutes.

Anytyme Travel and Tours
New England /Maritime Tour --May 25-June 19,2025

Don’t let this One Pass You By!

Tour Includes: Niagara Falls plus dinner at Skylon Revolv-
ing Dining Room night views of the Falls, 3-hour 1000 Island
Cruise, Mount Washington Cog Railway (New Hampshire’s
most epic adventures) Franconia Notch, Cannon Mountain
Aerial Tramway to the 4080 summit with outstanding views
of 4 states and part of Canada, Reversing Falls, Hopewell
Rocks Bay of Fundy, Peggy's Cove, Lunenburg, Mahone Bay,
Confederation Bridge, Prince Edward Island, with Lobster sup-
per overlooking the Lake, Guided trolly tour of Salem, Iconic
Plymouth Rock, Tour Mayflower 11, Boston with step on guide,
Fennel Hall, Cheers Bar for Lunch, USS Constitution, JFK Presi-
dential Library, Picture Rock Cruise, Frankenmuth. List is a
few of the events included. Included in price is 22 meals all
events listed plus more! Per Person Double $5195
| Solo $7575 Prices in Canadian dollars no other charges
will be added. Deposit $300 per person.
Full details available on the website.

204-415-4500
office@anytymetravel.com

www.anytymetravel.com
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Access CU closing Miami, Gretna, and Lowe Farm branches

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Access Credit Union is shutting
down branches in five small com-
munities in southern Manitoba this
spring and fall.

As of May 22, the Gretna, Lowe
Farm, Miami, and Birds Hill branches
will all close and consolidate with the
nearest larger Access CU location (Al-
tona, Morris, Morden, and 2526 Main
St., Winnipeg, respectively). On Sept.
17, the Lundar branch will also close,
consolidating with the branch in Er-
iksdale.

Access CEO and president Larry
Davey says this move is intended to
optimize resources to provide better
service to members and adapt to the
evolving banking landscape.

“It's certainly something we don't
take lightly,” he said. “But, as we've
seen over the past number of years,
members continue to gravitate to
more convenient options along the
electronic lines ... members are just
visiting the branches far less than they
used to.”

In fact, Davey estimates less than
five per cent of transactions at Access
take place in person at its branches.
The vast majority of members are ac-
cessing most services through mobile
apps, online banking, or phone bank-
ing.

“We analyze this ongoing,” Davey
explained. “We are also able to un-
derstand the behaviour patterns of
members as to where they’re utilizing

This week, the

By Dennis Young

100 Years ago, Jan. 22, 1925... St
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church cele-
brates Robbie Burns Day; new Home-
wood School opens; Memorial Hall
Movies shows Jack London’s Call of
the Wild and Humphries Drug Store
sells 10 and 12” Victor records.

75 Years ago, 1950... Meeting held to
outline regulations on growing sweet
corn; Eva Grundy was honored for

their debit cards ... and in most situ-
ations members are travelling to the
larger communities where we have
branches.”

The Gretna and Lowe Farm branch-
es, for example, are only about 10
minutes away from the Altona and
Morris branches they’ll be consolidat-
ing with, he pointed out.

As well, an increasing number of
staff at these smaller branches do not
live in the communities they work in,
Davey noted.

“So they're travelling, and there’s
situations where weather stops them
from being able to go in, and that
has an impact on member service as
well,” he said, pointing out the loca-
tions with just a handful of employees
also come with security concerns for
staff. “We’re trying to consider all of
these things.”

All affected staff—these branches
have about two to four employees
each—will be offered employment
elsewhere within the Access CU net-
work.

“Nobody’s losing their jobs,” Davey
stressed. “They’re all being moved to
other positions within the organiza-
tion.”

Access CU members affected by
these closures will have the same ac-
count number at their new branches.

Davey encourages anyone uncertain
about making the most of the digital
banking services available to stop by
their local branch to learn how to use

her 14 years as President of Legion
Auxiliary; a Collegiate Girls hockey
team was formed with Jack Hether-
ington as coach and Isobel Wood as
captain.

50 Years ago, 1975... Chamber recog-
nizes retired biz owners the Shilsons,
Archie Hardt and Dr. Cunningham;
Sports Reporter Tom Rockey fills the
Leader pages; Parkview Manor opens
with 7-1 bedrooms and 28 bachelor
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them.

“We've really been asking staff to
spend the time with members to out-
line the convenience and the availabil-
ity of technology,” he said.

Davey stressed these five communi-
ties are still an important part of the
Access service area. While a physical
branch may no longer be present, Ac-
cess intends to continue to support
community initiatives and offer pro-
gramming there.

“It's one of our values that the credit
union is helping our communities
and investing in our communities,”
he said. “Those communities where
we have members, we will continue
to support those communities in the
ways we have in the past.”

There are no other branches current-
ly slated for closure, though Davey
noted they are always assessing the
efficiency of their network.

“We have considerations both on the
consolidation side and on whether we
should open branches in areas that we
might not be located right now,” he
said. “That’s something else we con-
tinue to look at but, again, what type
of branch you open is dependent on
how much people are going to use it.”

Various mergers in recent years have
made Access Credit Union the largest
credit union in the province.

The consolidation of these five lo-
cations will bring its network to 47
branches across southern Manitoba.

way it was through the years

suites.

25 Years ago, 2000... Miami’s $1.7M
Collegiate expansion nears comple-
tion; Carman Committee on Media
Awareness’ launch to turn off TVs for
family time ends; Carman Cougars
went undefeated in their 31st annual
hockey tournament and Carman-Duf-
ferin Recreation Commission holds
weekly Bingos in the Hall.

www.carmanstandard.ca
Advertising Deadline:
Monday 4:00 pm prior
to Thursday Publication
Carman Dufferin Standard
Box 39, Stonewall, MB, ROC 270



By Becca Myskiw

Carman Elementary is providing
students with more opportunities to
explore their interests. Starting this
month, the school will offer a variety
of new clubs and activities during
lunch breaks. In addition to intra-
murals, students can participate in a
puzzle club for grades two to five, a
games club for grades four and five, a
ballet club for Kindergarten to grade
two, an art club for grades one to
three and for grades four and five, a
kindness club for grades two to five, a
loom bracelet-making club for grade
three, and an after-school drama club
for grades five to eight. Principal
Pat Hamm noted that while some of
these clubs have been offered in the
past, the school has never provided
this many at once. Last year, students
expressed interest in an art club, lead-
ing the school to create one. Based on
feedback from the students, this year,

the art club has been divided into
two groups to allow participants to
work on projects more suited to their
age levels. Students also requested a
ballet club. One of the school’s new
teachers, who is classically trained in
ballet, will teach the classes to young-
er students.

“We have the Liv Dance Company
but not everyone can afford to go,”
said Hamm. “This also allows them
to see if they have an interest in it.”

In addition to the annual production
by the Missoula Theatre Company,
Grade 5 students leaving Carman
Elementary asked for more drama
opportunities at Carman Collegiate.
In response, the school is offering an
after-school drama club for its Grade
5 students, inviting Grades 6, 7, and
8 students from Carman Collegiate
to join. The drama club will involve
various activities leading up to a year-
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Carman Elementary promotes diversity with new school clubs

end production, complete with fully
designed sets and costumes. Two
staff members work with the theatre
group in Portage la Prairie, and one
performs with Back on Cue; all three
will assist with the after-school club,
alongside Hamm, who will oversee
the overall program and ensure that
all permissions are secured. The loom
bracelet-making club is working to-
wards its goal of creating a bracelet
for every member of the school com-
munity this year. Once completed,
each staff member and student will
receive a bracelet. The kindness club
aims to teach students how to sup-
port one another by creating posters
and cards and connecting with people
both inside and outside the school
community.

“We’re bringing in different ways
of "how do we treat people” and sup-
porting leadership with our students

in promoting being kind and being a
nice person,” said Hamm.

The puzzle club will challenge stu-
dents to piece together puzzles, while
the games club will foster teamwork
and camaraderie through various
games.

Hamm emphasized that students
will not participate in the same clubs
every day. It's important to maintain
a balance between physical activities
and the other opportunities provided
by these new clubs.

“I think there’s a diverse interest
in children,” she said. “Each reaches
a different group of kids. This is just
another opportunity for our students
who may have other interests.”

Participation in each club and activ-
ity is optional for students. They can
choose to join one of the clubs, engage
in intramurals, or simply enjoy out-
door recess.

Flashback Carman’s Great Spelling Bee team

.
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Carman'’s Great Spelling Bee team, left to right, Melissa Funke, Rachel Stege, Host

Stan Kubicek, Karla Braun and Ken Wilson.

By Dennis Young

In the 1980s and 90s, CKND TV,
along with Saskatoon and Regina
stations, broadcast The Great Spell-
ing Bee weekly. It involved Grade 6
students in those areas participating
in fast-paced spelling action to win
valuable prizes for their schools.

After winning all their games in
Manitoba, Carman’s team travelled to
Regina for the championship rounds
in 1990 accompanied by their coaches,
Michael Funke and Marg Hand, and
an entourage of fans. Despite an in-
tense round-robin competition and a
lot of tough words, they made it to the
final game, defeating Saskatoon.

Back in Carman, moderator Stan

Kubicek presented a host of prizes
and trophies to the school and team
members. Kubicek commented, “I
don’t think there was a prize Carman
didn’t win... from best cheering sec-
tion to the final championship.”

He added, “Our objective is for
young people to have a good time
and learn about games sportsman-
ship... no team better displayed that.
They were there to have fun and meet
other kids.”

Prizes included a World Book dic-
tionary, a World Book science set, a
World Book Company globe, and
an atlas, plus other sponsor-donated
prizes.

Ken Wilson: “It was a really fun time
in my elementary school life, and the
class trip to Regina for the finals cre-
ated a lot of lifelong memories. I was
very lucky to have a team of incred-

DON’T PAY TO
HAUL AWAY.

ibly bright young women that carried
us all the way to the end, and a sup-
portive pair of teacher coaches in Mr.
Funke and Mrs. Hand.”
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With Efficiency Manitoba’s Appliance Recycling
Program, we'll pick up, recycle, and give you $30
for your old working fridge or freezer.

There are lots of benefits to participating:

@ You’ll save on your monthly energy bill.

@ You'll get $30 for each working fridge or freezer you recycle.

@ We’'ll recycle up to 95% of your appliance and you’ll feel good knowing

it doesn’t end up in the landfill.

@ While we’re at your home, we can also haul away your old dehumidifier,
window air conditioner, bar fridge, or bar freezer for free.

Book your pick-up today.

efficiencyMB.ca/appliancerecycling

EFFICIENCY

S‘ MANITOBA
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Carman Wellness Connections dedicated to improving lives

By E Antonio

Carman  Wellness  Connections
(CWCQ) is dedicated to positively im-
pacting the lives of people in and
around Carman. Located in the base-
ment of the Carman Memorial Hall,
this charitable organization consists
of a team of enthusiastic volunteers
and three new staff members who
were hired in Fall 2024.

“We work hard to connect with
people in the community to create an
environment where everyone can live
their best life and flourish,” said CWC
coordinator Lisa Lehmann. CWC has
six active working groups made up of
volunteers focused on minimizing the
impacts of poverty in the community.
These teams assist vulnerable popu-
lations by helping them navigate the
various resources and supports avail-
able through local services, as well as
the government and health systems.
Currently, the groups focus on areas
such as affordable housing, education
and employment opportunities, af-
fordable recreation and leisure, emo-
tional health support, food security,
and transportation. In collaboration
with Homefield: People & Strategy,
CWC recently released a community-
wide survey to gather data on how
they can effectively assist those expe-
riencing poverty. Homefield has been
engaged by CWC to help with their
strategic planning. “We are commit-
ted to strategic planning to ensure
we remain responsive and effective
in meeting community needs,” ex-
plained Lehmann. “We wanted to
gather insight, feedback, and ideas
from the people and organizations
we serve to maintain our relevance
and sustainability. Our goal is to ad-
dress the root causes of poverty while
making a lasting impact in the com-
munity.” Toward the end of Janu-

Why is it called the Wolf Moon? (

By Lana Meier

The first full moon of 2025 - known as the Wolf Moon
- brightened the night sky alongside Mars on Jan. 13. Bev-
erly McLean captured this shot just outside of Carman.
The temperature recorded on the night was -26 degrees

MORRIS « CARMAN
ST. PIERRE - ST. ADOLPHE

ary, the CWC board, facilitated by
Homefield, will meet to develop their
strategic plan based on data collect-
ed from over 100 survey responses.
They will outline the themes related
to community needs, identify areas
for improvement, and seek to gather
more information on what supports
are necessary in Carman to create a
positive, lasting impact. CWC has al-
ready dedicated many hours of vol-
unteer service to those in need and is
introducing two new programs this
year. “Our newest event is Carman
Community Corner,” said Lehmann.
Every Tuesday from 1 to 3 p.m., com-
munity members are invited to visit
CWC in the basement of Carman Me-
morial Hall (12 Second Ave. SW) to
meet others and receive help navigat-
ing available resources. This program
was initially piloted a few years ago,
but now, with a consistent team of
staff and volunteers, it can be success-
fully held each week. CWC will assist
participants with understanding gov-
ernment forms and benefits, as well as
accessing various resources. Refresh-
ments and volunteer childcare servic-
es will be provided. “It's an opportu-
nity to meet new people and connect.
We'll even have coffee and snacks
available,” Lehmann added. Carman
Community Corner currently has
no set end date, but CWC will regu-
larly monitor the program’s needs.
The other new program introduced is
the Circle of Security, an eight-week
parenting session led by Ryan Black-
man, who holds a master’s degree in
marriage and family therapy. He will
discuss methods for enhancing rela-
tionships between parents and their
children. Circle of Security sessions
take place on Mondays from 7 to 9
p-m. at the CWC office in the Memo-

C. with a high of -15 degrees C. during
the day. Full Moons are given names
that reflect what is happening in nature
during the different months of the year.
The Old Farmer’s Almanac publication
began printing full Moon names back
in the 1930s. January’s full Moon appar-
ently became known as the Wolf Moon
because wolves were more likely to be
active at this time of year, so their howl-
ing could be heard more often in Janu-
ary. It is sometimes also called the Ice
Moon or Old Moon. Help the Standard
record the temperature of the week and
send in your photos of friends and fam-
ily enjoying the outdoors. Email: news@ \ _
carmanstandard.ca
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Carman Wellness Connections (CWC) is a charitable organization dedicated to
improving the quality of life for Carman residents who may be experiencing
poverty. Pictured are Rose Durupt and Karen Kucharsky, two of CWC's new staff

members hired in Fall 2024.

rial Hall. Participants must register
in advance, as seats are limited. To
register, call the CWC office at (204)
750-8214. If you require transporta-
tion or childcare during the sessions,
please mention this when registering.
For more information on resources
and services offered by CWC, visit

their website at carmanwellnesscon-
nections.ca or email their general
line at carmanwellnessconnections@
gmail.com. The office is open Tuesday
through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 4:30
p-m. and on Fridays from 12:00 p.m.
to 4:30 p.m.
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By Becca Myskiw

The Back Door Youth Centre provided girls with
the opportunity to exercise, express themselves,
and bond with each other all at once.

On Jan. 15, during Girls Drumming Night, the fe-
male members of Youth for Christ (YFC) Carman
gathered to participate in an energetic drumming
workout. Led by Evelyn Hoogerdijk, the event, also
known as a pound workout, served as a light resis-
tance, full-body cardio session where participants
drummed on the floor with drumsticks. Each song
lasted between two to four minutes and was care-
fully selected to include interval peaks and extend-
ed sequences for the members to follow along.

“It’s a great way to not only exercise, but to have
community as well as an activity to vent,” she said.

At the event, she combined the drumstick work-
out with a few kicks, and called the night “kicks
and sticks.” She went with the theme of the power
of spoken word, having brief scripture, warm-up
time, and instruction before each song. At the end,
the group did an activity called “be still and loved”,
where Hoogerdijk spoke life over each of them and
wrapped the evening up.

After an invigorating drumming session that left
everyone sweating, smiling, and laughing, the
group enjoyed some yogurt, fruit, and granola to-
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YFC Carman girls’ night had attendees drumming and dancing together on Jan. 15 for physical activity,

community, and a form of venting.

gether before heading home for the night.
Hoogerdijk is an in-scope paramedic. She’s also
a Taekwondo instructor, running Rogue 101 Tae-
kwondo in Carman.
The Back Door Youth Centre’s girls’ night pro-
gram occurs biweekly on Wednesdays from 7:30
p-m. to 9:30 p.m. Each meeting attracts 40 to 50 girls

from Grades 6 to 12. Stevie Jeske, who helps run the
girls’ night program, explained that they chose the
drumming activity to keep the girls active and en-
gaged during the cold winter months. Hoogerdijk
has previously taught the group Taekwondo and
self-defence techniques, proving to be a valuable
resource for the program.

Cyber attack on PowerSchool affects school divisions, including PRSD

By Becca Myskiw

PowerSchool users across North
America have fallen victim to a secu-
rity breach.

In a letter dated Jan. 8, the Prai-
rie Rose School Division (PRSD) in-
formed the public about a cyberse-
curity incident that occurred in late
December. The attack targeted Pow-
erSchool, leading to unauthorized ac-
cess to client information and impact-
ing customers throughout Canada
and the United States.

PowerSchool is a cloud-based stu-
dent information system that allows
divisions and schools manage a wide
variety of information. Out of Mani-
toba’s 37 school divisions, 28 cur-
rently use PowerSchool — including
PRSD.

In the Jan. 8 letter, PRSD Superin-
tendent Kevin Clace said the divi-
sion was working with PowerSchool
to “ensure the integrity and stabil-
ity” of data going forward. The let-
ter said PowerSchool had worked
with cybersecurity experts to resolve
the situation, deactivating accounts
and initiating enhanced processes for
passwords and access. They received
notice of the attack just the day prior.

“PowerSchool has provided us with
assurances that the accessed data has
now been deleted,” said Clace in the
letter. “Furthermore, PowerSchool
has confidence that the data was not

copied or uploaded elsewhere. Pow-
erSchool is actively engaged with cy-
bersecurity professionals to continue
to monitor this event.”

He added that PRSD worked with
the “appropriate professionals” to re-
spond to the situation, and no other
school division systems or data was
accessed or compromised.

“We are currently investigating the
impact of this cybersecurity event in
Prairie Rose School Division,” he said.
“ At this time, we believe that the data
accessed included information about
students and staff — particularly con-
tact information and other informa-
tion provided to the Division at the
time the student was registered, and
the staff commenced their employ-
ment. No banking information was
accessed, and no images of students
were accessed.”

On Jan. 13, PRSD released another
letter with an update on the situation,
saying PowerSchool’s investigation
is ongoing and details about the in-
formation accessed still aren’t avail-
able. PRSD said those details should
be available soon, and once they are,
they’ll share them with students, par-
ents, and staff.

There is no evidence of malware or
continued unauthorized activity in
the PowerSchool environment. PRSD
continues to operate as usual, with
day-to-day operations remaining un-

affected. The Standard reached out to
Clace for comment, but he was unable

to answer our questions at this time.
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EIm Creek seeks local artists to paint mural on fire hydrant

By Becca Myskiw

The Elm Creek fire hydrant is set to
receive a fresh look to enhance the
town’s appeal for visitors. After dis-
cussions with a friend and the Elm
Creek Local Urban District (LUD),
Lorne Zacharias recognized the need
to revitalize this popular tourist at-
traction. The fire hydrant, which is
the second largest in the world, is lo-
cated just off Highway 3 on the way
into Elm Creek. Many travelers stop
to take pictures with it as they pass
through town.

“We thought it might as well be a
positive image for our community,”
said Zacharias. “It should at least por-
tray the community well, and that’s
what we’re hoping for.”

Last year, the fire hydrant was sand-
blasted and repainted as part of the
project to enhance the surrounding
area. This year, a blank wall next to
the hydrant will be adorned with
three or four small murals created by
local artists.

Currently, the town is inviting lo-
cal artists to submit their mural ideas

and proposals. Interested individuals
can submit their proposals via email
at info@rmofgrey.ca or drop them off
at the town office. Proposals must in-
clude a general idea and sketch of the
artwork to hang on 4’ X 8 plywood,
the total cost of the mural. Artists can
propose to do one mural or a series of
two or three. Those who aren't artists
but have ideas to submit are also wel-
come to do so. All proposals are due
into the office by March 11, 2025.

Mural work is set to begin this
spring, accompanied by landscaping,
flower planting, the addition of picnic
tables, and more. The goal is to create
an inviting space where people can
stop, relax, and feel welcomed in Elm
Creek.

“It’s neat to see projects in these little
towns they become known for,” said
Zacharias. “It's a positive thing for
people to remember us by.”

The Elm Creek fire hydrant stands
at 29.5 feet tall. It was constructed
by volunteer firefighters over seven
months in the early 2000s and was
officially unveiled on Canada Day
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The LUD of Elm Creek is inviting local artists to submit mural ideas and proposals
to make the town fire hydrant into a tourist attraction.

(July 1) 2001. It is the second largest
fire hydrant in the world, surpassed
only by the nearly 40-foot hydrant in

Columbia, South Carolina, which is
operational.

Elm Creek student selected to Canadian Commission for UNESCO

By Ty Dilello

Scarlett Friesen, a Grade 11 student
at Elm Creek School, has been selected
to join the Youth Advisory Council of
the Canadian Commission for UNES-
CO (United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Organization).

The Canadian Commission for
UNESCO (CCUNESCO) acts as a
bridge between Canadians and the

important work of UNESCO. Through
its networks and partners, the Com-
mission promotes UNESCO’s values,
priorities, and programs in Canada
while bringing Canadian voices to the
international stage.

The Youth Advisory Council (YAC)
consists of about forty high school
students from across the country. The
council meets virtually once a month,
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and occasionally, members from the
same province gather at provincial
UNESCO meetings.

“My main job as a member of the
Youth Advisory Council is to take the
ideas that we talk about and share in
our meetings and enact them in my
own community,” said Friesen. “If
there is a UNESCO event happening
in my province, I might be asked to
go and either speak at it or just attend
the event.”

Having a diverse group of youth
from various regions helps UNESCO
identify pressing issues that need to
be addressed in communities.

“We can take those issues, discuss
them as a group and get other peo-
ple’s opinions, which also benefits
communities where those same is-
sues might be prevalent,” said Fri-
esen. “Currently, we are looking into
different action projects focused on
anti-racism and gender equity. We
then will talk about the different ideas
everyone had at our next meeting and
some next steps to take to bring our
ideas to life in our own communities.
I will then bring the discussion to my
school UNESCO group, and we will
work together to do these projects in
our school.”

Friesen aims to bring a fresh rural
perspective to the Youth Advisory
Council since most other members
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Elm Creek School Grade 11 student
Scarlett Friesen was selected in
October to be a part of UNESCO'’s Youth
Advisory Council, a United Nations
organization.
come from larger cities and schools.
“I have a unique perspective of is-
sues in smaller, more agriculture-
based communities, and I believe
that makes me a valuable asset to the
council. I look forward to working
with this group of other incredible
young people as we work on Action
Projects in our communities.”
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Verticillium stripe a growing issue for Manitoba canola growers

By Becca Myskiw

Did verticillium knock you down in
2024? That's the question Justine Cor-
nelsen was asking on Jan. 22 at Mani-
toba Ag Days.

Cornelsen is the Agronomic and
Regulatory Services Manager for
BrettYoung, an agricultural seed com-
pany. Her in-field experience there,
combined with her time at the Canola
Council of Canada, makes her an ex-
pert on verticillium stripe.

First identified outside Winnipeg
in 2014, the disease’s fungal species,
verticillium longisporum, has now
been found in six provinces across
Canada. Damage from verticillium
stripe typically isn’t seen until late in
the season when canola plants start
to ripen prematurely. The plant stems
eventually dry out, turn beige, and
begin to shred, resulting in significant
yield loss. It’s a soil-borne disease that
moves easily, most commonly at har-
vest.

Verticillium stripe is highly affected
by the environment, thriving in espe-
cially hot and dry conditions, much
like the summers Manitoba’shas ex-
perienced for the past few years.

Cornelsen’s presentation at Mani-
toba Ag Days started with an intro-
duction to the disease before she got
into canola disease survey results
from 2024. Last year, there were per-
fect conditions for verticillium stripe
to thrive, and the numbers prove it —
the disease was found in 60 percent of
canola fields surveyed in Manitoba.
The annual survey done by Mani-
toba Agriculture surveyed 138 fields
in 2024, each chosen best to represent
the number of canola fields in the mu-
nicipality.

In 2019, verticillium stripe was
found in under 20 percent of sur-
veyed fields in Manitoba, compared
to just two percent in 2017.

“That’s obviously an alarming in-
crease there,” said Cornelsen. “But we
didn’t know what we were looking
for, and surveyors didn’t know what
they were looking for.”

Because the disease is so new, the
industry has only figured out how
to identify it in the field, meaning in-
formation on how much it’s grown is
only becoming available now. Cor-
nelsen said the incidence, which re-
flects the number of plants affected
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Verticillium stripe is one disease that's becoming more of a problem in canola, and farmers should keep an eye out for it.

with verticillium stripe in a field, is
even more alarming than the survey
results. 2024 results show that 32 per-
cent of canola plants per field were
infected with verticillium stripe.

“So that’s a big number,” said Cor-
nelsen. “For reference, blackleg in-
cidence is typically 10 to 15 percent.
What it means is [verticillium stripe
is] widespread across the province
and it's at high levels within the
fields.”

She noted that other canola diseas-
es like clubroot or blackleg are often
patchy within a field, while verticilli-
um stripe is across the entire crop. Be-
cause the disease has grown so much
only in the last five years, research on
it hasn’t yet been able to figure out its
severity. Though work on it has been
done in Europe, where they’ve been
dealing with verticillium stripe for
longer, Cornelsen said those numbers
are inconsistent and come in wide
ranges.

Without numbers to base her con-
clusions on, Cornelsen relies on an-
ecdotes from industry sources. One
person she’s worked with called Ver-
ticillium stripe the “largest field rob-
ber in the Red River Valley,” while a
grower she knows said the disease
was so intense in 2024 that growing
canola in future years will be ex-
tremely challenging. She’s had people
estimate their yield losses to be 10 to
15 percent because of the disease.

There are no fungicide options for

verticillium stripe, which leaves very
few management methods for grow-
ers to use right now:

- Crop rotation

- Controlling brassica weeds

- Growing resistant hybrids

That last bullet has only become an
option recently as seed companies
begin to look at verticillium-resistant
traits.

“We definitely see differences at a
field level but we're trying to figure
out why we're seeing them,” said

Cornelsen, meaning that though they
see resistance traits in testing, they
don’t know what that resistance is ex-
actly — it could be slowing the rate of
infection, blocking the pathogen from
entering the plant, strengthening the
stem, or something else entirely. “Is
it true resistance or tolerance? Will it
hold up? We don’t know how they're
resistant yet.”

Once companies have these traits

Continued on page 10




10 The Carman-Dufferin Standard Thursday, January 23, 2025

How Manitoba farmers can navigate profit challenges in 2025

By Lori Penner

As Manitoba farmers gear up for the
2025 growing season, economic pres-
sures remain a significant concern.
Darren Bond, a farm management
specialist with Manitoba Agriculture,
recently shared insights and strate-
gies to help producers manage costs,
navigate market challenges, and turn
a profit despite an ongoing cost-price
squeeze.

Bond, who specializes in crop pro-
duction costs, risk management, and
farmland rental, emphasizes that ev-
ery agronomic decision must also ac-
count for economic costs and benefits.

“At the end of the day, farming is a
business,” he says. “Making informed
decisions based on accurate cost and
revenue projections is crucial for suc-
cess.”

Bond notes that while the cost of
production has eased slightly over
the past two years, it remains histori-
cally high.

“What's really impacting farms in
2025 is the significant drop in grain
prices,” he explains. “This has created
a cost-price squeeze where revenue is
not keeping up with expenses.”

Manitoba  Agriculture’s  annual
Guidelines for Estimating Crop Pro-
duction Costs show that many of the
province’s top crops are projected to
incur losses when factoring in land
and equipment costs.

“We're looking at losses of around
$30 to $50 per acre for most crops,”
Bond states. “Farms with higher eq-
uity might still see profits, but those
carrying significant debt, particularly
younger farmers or those who've
recently expanded, are feeling the
pinch.”

In a challenging economic climate,
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careful planning becomes essential.
Bond advises farmers to start by cal-
culating their costs of production.

“The best numbers for producers are
their own,” he says. “Take your total
costs, divide them by your expected
yield, and calculate your cost per
bushel. This gives you a clear picture
of your breakeven point and helps
inform your marketing and cropping
decisions.”

He likens the process to navigating
a ship. “The earlier you make course
corrections, the more options you
have,” he explains. “Waiting until the
last moment often leaves fewer, less
desirable choices.”

One of the most significant oppor-
tunities for farmers lies in optimizing
their cost structures. However, Bond
cautions against cutting corners that
could reduce yields.

“If you cut $20 worth of costs but
lose $40 in yield, that’s not a trade-off
you want,” he says. “The goal is to
reduce expenses without compromis-
ing production.”

Fertilizer management is one area
where producers can make meaning-
ful savings.

“Fertilizer is incredibly expensive,”
Bond notes. “If we can use it more ef-
ficiently, such as by applying it closer
to the crop’s needs, we might save
$10 or $20 per acre. Small adjustments
like this can add up.”

Bond encourages farmers to review
all areas of their operation to identify
opportunities for efficiency.

“Every farm is different, which is
why understanding your specific cost
structure is so important,” he says.
“Whether it’s fertilizer, fuel, or equip-
ment costs, knowing where you stand
compared to others can reveal areas

for improvement.”

Cost-price
squeezes are not
new to agricul-
ture, Bond notes.

“Our parents and grandparents
faced similar challenges,” he points
out. “What's different today are the
sheer scale and cost of farming. Equip-
ment and input costs are so much
higher, which increases the risks. A
small loss per acre can quickly turn
into a significant financial setback.”

Despite these challenges, Bond
highlights that certain fundamentals
of farming remain unchanged. “Too
much moisture, too little moisture —
these are things farmers have always
dealt with,” he says. “Mother Nature
hasn’t changed. What’s important is
to plan for these variables and stay
adaptable.”

Bond recommends that farmers seek
professional advice to enhance their
decision-making.

“No farmer can be an expert in ev-
erything,” he says. “Some might excel
at machinery maintenance but need
help with financial management,
while others might have strong fi-
nancial skills but need agronomic ad-
vice.”

Working with a consultant can pro-
vide valuable insights and support.

“A good advisor doesn’t just solve
problems; they also help farmers
build their own skills,” Bond empha-
sizes. “By learning alongside your
advisor, you'll be better equipped to
ask the right questions and make in-
formed decisions in the future.”

Bond also stresses the importance of
choosing the right consultant.

“Ask for a quote and ensure you
understand what you're getting,” he
advises. “The relationship should be
collaborative, with a focus on devel-
oping the farmer’s own management

abilities.”

With challenges comes opportuni-
ties. Bond encourages farmers to stay
informed about market trends and ex-
plore alternative cropping strategies.

“Consider shifting acres to crops

> VERTICILLIUM, FROM PG. 9

down, the process for commercializing them is long. For
example, clubroot was first found in 2003, and the first re-
sistant hybrid didn’t come out until 2009. Just a few years
later, the disease was already overtaking the trait in the
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Farm management specialist Darren
Bond at the recent Farm Days event in
St. Jean Baptiste.

that offer higher profitability with
less risk,” he suggests. “What worked
last year might not work this year,
and being flexible is key.”

Winter is an ideal time for planning
and evaluation.

“Take this time to review your oper-
ations, analyze your costs, and make
strategic decisions for the coming sea-
son,” Bond advises. “The earlier you
start, the better prepared you'll be to
navigate whatever 2025 brings.”

Farming in 2025 requires a balance
of tradition and innovation. While
economic pressures are undeniable,
careful planning, cost management,
and professional support can help
Manitoba farmers weather the storm.

“Farming is always about managing
risks and rewards,” Bond concludes.
“With the right strategies in place,
producers can not only survive but
thrive in challenging times. By stay-
ing informed, proactive, and adapt-
able, Manitoba’s farmers can position
themselves for long-term success.”

field. Cornelsen ended her presenta-
tion by posing a research question for
attendees: does straight cutting allow
verticillium stripe to thrive?

There’s no work to validate this
question yet, but because of the dis-
ease’s life cycle moving the inoculum
into the stem, by letting the plant
stand longer, you could potentially
be allowing verticillium stripe to
build up in the stem. As Manitoba is a
predominantly straight-cut province
when it comes to harvest techniques
and the disease is most prevalent
here, it begs the question: have we
helped increase the pressure of verti-
cillium stripe because of this harvest
management strategy?



By Becca Myskiw

An Elm Creek alumnus has won a
Canadian Choice Award for their gift
shop.

Jackie McLaughlin owns Butter-
fly Whispers Custom Silk Florals in
Gladstone, a custom silk floral and
handmade gift shop. After grow-
ing up in Elm Creek and graduating
from high school in 2011, she moved
to Virden, where she later met her
husband. When the couple moved to
Gladstone in 2019, McLaughlin didn’t
plan on opening her own business,
but just a few years later, she opened
the gift shop.

“I honestly started this business as
a hobby for close friends and family,”
she said. “I had always had a love
for florals growing up, as I watched
my mom, grandma, and other family
members make florals. I fell in love
with it.”

With a nudge from her husband,
family, and friends, McLaughlin de-
cided to turn her hobby into a full-
time affair, and three years later, she’s
glad she did.

Butterfly Whispers Custom Silk Flo-
rals offers silk florals for any occa-
sion—weddings, funerals, birthdays,
and more — and handmade baby
blankets, tote bags, sunglasses cases,
keychains, gifts, and more. McLaugh-
lin’s floral arrangement is unlike the

next, making every item ordered a
one-of-a-kind piece.

“I found out that I had been nomi-
nated through email and to say at the
least, I was at a total loss for words,”
she said. “I couldn’t believe it. I have
never won anything, and to even be
nominated was a huge honour for me.
To actually think my florals meant
that much to those who have had
anything to do with them.”

Butterfly Whispers Custom Silk Flo-
rals won the Canadian Choice Award
in the gift shop category. The Award
honours Canada’s business world,
shining a spotlight on small and
medium-sized businesses across the
country.

Customers nominate businesses for
the award. The more nominations a
business gets, the more likely it is to
become an official nominee. A panel
of judges then chooses three finalists
in each category based on services, re-
views, and credibility, and one winner
is chosen in each category through a
nominator survey, an independent
analysis, and a finalist questionnaire.

“This award has humbled me to my
core and makes me appreciate what I
do so much more,” said McLaughlin.
“It shows that not only am I making
people’s florals come to life, it shows
the love and dedication I put into each
and every one of my orders. It shows
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Jackie McLaughlin, owner of Butterfly Whispers Custom Silk Florals and Gifts in
Gladstone won a Canada's Choice Award for the gift shop category..

that what I do matters, and I couldn’t
ask for anything more.”

McLaughlin hopes to pass on her
love and talent for florals to her
daughter to keep her family’s tradi-

tion going. Until then, she’ll continue
with what she’s been doing. The Ca-
nadian Choice Award will give her
online advertising advantages along
with a physical award.

Male Hawks on three-game winning streak

By Lorne Stelmach

The male U18 Pembina Valley
Hawks took a three-game winning
streak into action this week.

The Hawks edged the Southwest
Cougars 2-1 last Wednesday in Souris
and then returned home to Morden
and picked up another victory with a
6-2 win over the Norman Northstars
Sunday. A home game with the Win-
nipeg Thrashers was postponed Fri-

day as a result of the blizzard.

Cole Secord’s 10th goal of the season
at 12:07 of the third period became
the winning goal after the Hawks and
Cougars had each scored in the sec-
ond period.

Carson Hiebert also scored for Pem-
bina Valley, and Karsen Dyck back-
stopped the win with 33 saves as
fourth-place Southwest outshot the
Hawks 34-23.

Ryder Wolfe had a pair of goals and
a three-point game as the Hawks took
period leads of 2-1 and 3-1 on Nor-
man.

Also scoring for Pembina Valley
were Secord, Adrien McIntosh, Gavin
Rondeau, and Parker Henderson,
while Ryler Gates made 23 saves as
the Hawks outshot the Northstars 39-
25.

The Hawks remain in ninth place

at 15-14-3-2 for 35 points, but they
are eight ahead of Norman and have
pulled even with Interlake while sit-
ting just two back of Parkland.
Pembina Valley started their week
in Portage Tuesday against Central
Plains before hosting Yellowhead Fri-
day and the Winnipeg Wild Sunday.
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Corinne Schroeder named
Second Star of the Week

By Lana Meier

Elm Creek’s Corinne Schroeder,
goaltender for the New York Sirens
was named Professional Women’s
Hockey League Second Star for the
week of Jan. 6-12..

At Prudential Center Sunday, Schro-
eder stopped 28 Toronto shots to col-
lect her second consecutive shutout
and help the Sirens squelch the Scep-
tres, 1-0 in overtime. Schroeder, the
first PWHL goaltender ever to post
consecutive regular season shutouts
and author of the only two shutouts
in the league this season, also turned
26 saves into a 5-0 conquest of the
Frost at Minnesota on Jan. 4. She has
stopped 64 consecutive shots since

Ottawa’s Katefina Mrédzovad scored
at 6:53 of the second period in a
3-1 Charge victory Dec. 29 and has
mounted a shutout streak of 156 min-
utes, 44 seconds.

The 24-year-old Schroeder also has
helped the Sirens withstand nine
consecutive opposition power-play
opportunities and pull into a tie for
third in the PWHL standings. Her
1.86 goals-against average leads
the PWHL, and with a 5-2-0 record,
Schroeder is tied for the league lead
in victories with Minnesota’s Mad-
die Rooney. Her .935 save percentage
shares the league’s top spot with Ot-
tawa’s Emerance Maschmeyer.

> OUTSIDE > UPSIDE DOWN
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Montréal Victoire forward Marie-Philip Poulin, New York Sirens goaltender Corinne
Schroeder from EIm Creek and Boston Fleet defender Sidney Morin were named
the Professional Women's Hockey League (PWHL) ‘3 Stars of the Week' presented
by Shark Beauty Canada following games from Jan. 6-12.

Pilot Mound hosting women’s curling provincials this week

By Lorne Stelmach

Pilot Mound has mobilized for the
first Manitoba curling championship
ever staged in the south-central Mani-
toba community.

The Women of the Rings provincial
ladies curling championship is taking
place at Pilot Mound’s Millennium
Recreation Complex this week, and
organizers are keen to put on a good
show for curling fans.

“We're the smallest community ever
to host an arena event, womens or
mens, so this is pretty exciting for a
smaller community,” said organizing
committee co-chair Jackie McCannell.

She was looking forward to the ex-
citement it is going to create in the
Pilot Mound Curling Club and in the
extended community.

“From experience attending other
events and talking with organizers

in other communities, we know that
hosting the championships provides
benefits beyond the curling club,”
McCannell said. “Working together
to stage a successful event is impor-
tant for community image and com-
munity pride.”

“It is special to give curling fans
in this great curling community a
chance to watch their favourite sport
in an arena setting close to home,”
said Curl Manitoba executive director
Craig Baker.

“The Manitoba championship’s new
12 team format has given us the op-
portunity to bring the event to new
communities which have never host-
ed before,” he noted. “We are pleased
to be adding Pilot Mound to the list
of Manitoba towns hosting one of
our arena championships for the first

time.”

McCannell said they look forward
to having a high level of curling on
display with such top names as Kate
Cameron, Beth Peterson and Hailey
McFarlane. The list also includes the
Carberry team skipped by Alyssa
Calvert and the Manitou foursome
skipped by Cheyenne Ehnes.

“We’re missing some of the bigger
names, but the ones that are coming
are still well known and very compet-
itive curlers,” she said.

McCannell recalled that she started
working on Pilot Mound taking a
shot at hosting about three years ago.

“I said to them one time what are the
chances that Pilot Mound could do
this? I would really like to take it on,”
she said, noting they were originally
led to believe it would be in 2026, but

they were bumped up to 2025 and
then had just over a year to pull it all
together.

“It's been a lot of work, but hope-
fully it’s going to be very rewarding,”
McCannell said. “Right now, we have
143 volunteers, and 28 of those peo-
ple are on more than one committee,
and we’ve got high school kids com-
ing down to help with cleaning shifts
during the day.”

Ticket options included an event
pass for $150, a day pass for $40, or
the last draw of the day for $20. Chil-
dren 12 and under are free.Tickets can
be purchased at the door, but it is cash
only.

You can also email pmrockies25@
gmail.com for more information or go
to curlmanitoba.org.

¢ S.E.M.H.L. SCHEDULE * S.E.M.H.L. SCHEDULE ¢ S.E.M.H.L. SCHEDULE °* S.E.M.H.L.. SCHEDULE °

JEEE3l. WARREN MERCS AT CARMAN

FRIDAY THE 24TH 7:30 PM
CARMAN ARENA

Check semhl.net for the full schedule!
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SCRAP METAL

Buyer for all farm-
yard scrap, machinery
and autos. No item
too large! Best prices
paid, cash in hand.
Phone Alf at 204-461-
1649.

AGRICULTURAL
LAND FOR RENT

AGRICULTURAL
CROWN LANDS are
presently available
for rent for crop-
ping. These lands will
be available for rent
through an online auc-
tion. These lands are
situated in the Rural
Municipalities (RM)
s of: ALEXANDER,
CITY OF WINNIPEG,
ELLICE-ARCHIE,
KELSEY, LAC DU
BONNET, MINITO-
NAS-BOWSMAN,
PIPESTONE, RIDING
MOUNTAIN WEST,
RITCHOT, ROBLIN,
SPRINGFIELD, SWAN
VALLEY WEST, VIC-
TORIA & WALLACE-

CONT. ON NEXT COL.

ROSEISLE

Backhoe

WOODWORTH.A
complete listing of
Agricultural Crown
Lands available for
rent can be found on-
line at: http://resd.ca/
leases_and_permits/
LPproperties.aspx
The online auction
will take place from
February 24 - Febru-
ary 28, 2025, hosted
by Garton’s Auction
Service:  https://gar-
tonsauction.com . For
additional informa-
tion, please contact
your nearest Manitoba
Agriculture (MA) Agri-
cultural Crown Lands
District Office (or via
email at agcrown-
lands@gov.mb.ca) or
call Real Lands Es-
tate Services Branch
at 1-866-210-9589. A
listing of MA Agricul-
tural Crown District
Offices can be found
online at: https://www.
gov.mb.ca/agriculture/
land-management/
crown land/agricultur-
al-crown-lands-dis-
trict-offices.html

HELP WANTED

NEWTEC IRRIGATION.
Looking to Hire: Trav-
eling  Salesperson.
Agricultural  Experi-
ence Preferred. TOP
WAGES. Please call
for more information:
306-260-9575.

NOTICES

URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a
newsworthy item to
announce? An excit-
ing change in op-
erations? Though we
cannot guarantee
publication, MCNA will
get the information
into the right hands for
ONLY $35 + GST/HST.
Call MCNA 204-947-
1691 for more informa-
tion. See www.mcna.
com under the “Types
of Advertising” tab for
more details.

PLAN YOUR ADVER-
TISEMENTS NOw!
Maximize your busi-

CONT. ON NEXT COL.

Service Ltd.
RED SEAL HEAVY DIESEL MECHANIC

Roseisle Backhoe Service Ltd. is seeking a
FULL TIME Red Seal heavy diesel mechanic, for an
excavating and trucking company. Pay is negotiable
depending on qualifications and experience. Welding
experience is an asset. Class 1 drivers license and or the
ability to operate heavy equipment will also be
considered an asset.
Call or text Jason Klassen at 204-750-0172
or email: jasonklassen.rbs@gmail.com

ness plan, for a suc
cessful year. Jump
on our great prices
and start getting re-
sponses! Book your
blanket classified ads,
seen in the 31 Member
Newspapers which are
seen in over 368,000+
homes in Manitoba.
Please Call 204-467-
5836 OR MCNA at
204-947-1691 for more
details or to book ads.

MCNA - Manitoba
Community News-
papers  Association.

www.mcha.com
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FINANCIAL
SERVICES

Private mortgage
lender. All real estate
types considered. No
credit checks done.
Deal direct with lender
and get quick approv-
al. Toll free 1-866-405-
1228 www.firstand
secondmortgages.ca

News Tips?

Story Ideas?
call the Standard
204-467-5836

FLIGHT
ACADEMY

Want to learn how to
fly? Recreational Pilot
Program is the best
way to get started,
must be 16 years of
age. Privileges: fly for
fun in a certified air-
plane, a home-built
aircraft or an ultra-
light; fly by day only
in Canada with one
passenger; can eas-
ily add float rating to
permit. LS Airways
Flight Academy 204-
651-1402.

25-26 Kindergarten Registration

If your child was born in 2020, they are eligible to attend kindergarten beginning
September 2025. Parents/guardians are asked to contact one of the following schools:

Ecole Carman Elementary

School
(204) 745-2623

vgiesbrecht@g.prsdmb.ca

Ecole St. Eustache

(204) 353-2869

steuoff@g.prsdmb.ca

Elm Creek School

(204) 436-2354

ecadmin@g.prsdmb.ca

Miami School
(204) 435-2441

Roland School

(204) 343-2023
mbenner@g.prsdmb.ca

mrempel@g.prsdmb.ca

St. Francois Xavier School
(204) 864-2868

sfx@g.prsdmb.ca

St. Laurent School
(204) 646-2209

miamischool@g.prsdmb.ca

loricombot@g.prsdmb.ca

Your child’s birth certificate or Manitoba Health Card MUST be presented at the time of

registration.

We encourage parents to register their children during the designated registration
period from February 3 to February 21, 2025. However, all children residing within the
school catchment are welcome to register at any time.

Please contact the school by phone or email to make arrangements.

HEALTH

Are you suffering from joint or arthritic pain? If
S0, you owe it to yourself to try elk velvet antler
capsules. Hundreds have found relief. Benefits
humans and pets. EVA is composed of pro-
teins, amino acids, minerals, lipids and water.
Key compounds that work to stimulate red
blood cell production & cartilage cell regenera-
tion & development. Stonewood Elk Ranch Ltd.,
204-467-8884 or e-mail stonewoodelkranch@
mymts.net

GRAIN LAND FOR SALE

3 quarters of prime quality
farmland in Manitoba’s
Red River Valley, near Fannystelle.
DESC NW 7-9-2W, SE & SW 7-9-2W.
Purchaser can farm
the land in 2025.
Contact listing agent Dolf Feddes
at 204.745.0451 for more details.

Administrative Assistant
Manitoba Crop Alliance (MCA) is seeking a
full-time, permanent Administrative Assistant
to join our dynamic team to execute MCA's
levy administration and the delivery of the
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada Advance
Payments Program (APP).The individual must
have a passion to deliver high-level adminis-
trative support to MCA, the senior leadership
team and the APP.This position is instrumen-
tal in enhancing the organization’s effective-
ness and ensuring smooth operations across
multiple functions.

To view the full job posting, visit
mbcropalliance.ca.To apply, please
forward a resume and letter of interest by
email to darcelle@mbcropalliance.ca.
Application deadline for this position is
Jan. 24,2025 at 4:30 p.m. CST.

If you would
like to support

S

The Carman-Dufferin

TANDARD

Congratulate your loved ones with an

announcement in the Carman Standard.
$60 will help record the history & pay for your local newspaper

Shop Local - Stay Local. To purchase an advertisement or announcement call
or text Gwen Dyck at 204-823-0535 or email ads@carmanstandard.ca
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BATTERIES FOR
EVERYTHING!
50,000 BATTERIES
IN STOCK
*Auto *Farm *Truck
*Construction *ATV
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Computers *Medical
*All phones *Chargers

Online McSherry
Auctions

Estate & Moving

Featuring Tractor/Implement
Manuals

Jan 29th 2025 @ 7:00PM
Estate & Moving

Featuring Coins & Paper Money

*Marine *RV & more Feb 5th 2025 @ 7:00PM
Shipping/Delivery avail.
THE BATTERY MAN  McSherryAuction.com
1390 St. James St. 204-467-1858
Winnipeg or 204-886-7027
TF 1-877-775-8271  mcsherryltd@gmail.com

www.batteryman.ca

Remember Your
Loved Ones

with an Announcement in the

Call 204-467-5836

FARMLAND FOR SALE

MLS# 202501185

DEADLINE FOR OFFERS IS 7PM FEB 7th 2025

WITH $10,000 DEPOSIT MINIMUM
Parcel No: SW 12-9-7W | 109.99 Acres | H10 S&RA | R.M. of Grey
Last 4 year crop rotation information and soil test results available.
Deep tilled 10" 2 years ago.
Highest or any offer may not be accepted.

Listed Price is $330,000 with Karla Last - eXp Realty
Contact 204-750-0440 or karla.last@exprealty.com for more details

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF GREY
NOTICE OF NOMINATIONS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on the following days:
Thursday, February 6, 2025
Friday, February 7, 2025
Monday, February 10, 2025
Tuesday, February 11, 2025
Wednesday, February 12, 2025
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
at the Rural Municipality of Grey Municipal Office located
at 27 Church Avenue East, EIm Creek, Manitoba

| will receive nominations for the offices of:

Office: Vacancies:
Ward 2 Councillor 1
L.U.D. of Elm Creek Committee 1

Nominations deadline is Wednesday February 12, 2025 at
4:30 p.m. Nominations cannot be accepted after this time.
All nominations shall be made in writing and shall be signed
by at least twenty-five voters or NOT less than 1% of the voters
(whichever is the lesser) of the authority or ward (as the case
may be), but in all cases by at least two voters. Each nomina-
tion shall also be accompanied by the candidate’s declaration
of qualification

Nominations must be filed in person at the above location
on the dates and hours specified. To obtain a nomination pa-
per, and/or candidate’s declaration of qualification, contact the
S.E.O. at the address or telephone number listed below.

Nomination papers not accompanied by the required
documents and not properly filed shall be rejected.

Dated at EIm Creek on January 13th, 2025.

Kim Arnal

Senior Election Official (S.E.O.)
Rural Municipality of Grey

Box 99, 27 Church Avenue East
Elm Creek, Manitoba ROG ONO

Phone: 204-436-2014
Fax: 204-436-2543
Email: kim@rmofgrey.ca

WANTED

COIN
COLLECTIONS

CASH FOR COIN COLLECTIONS
& ACCUMULATIONS
OF COINS! ROYAL CANADIAN
MINT COINS, OLD COINS,
OLD PAPER MONEY, SILVER
COINS, GOLD COINS,
RARE COINS ETC.

Also buying all Silver,
Gold, Nuggets, Scrap,
Coins, Old Jewelry,
Bullion, Ingots, Sterling
Silver, Old Quality
Watches working or
not, Rolex, Omega ++

Todd
204-904-9705

{Cmcna

Response Builder
Advertising

WORKS!

« GET SEEN by over
360,000 Manitoba
Homes!
Create instant top of
mind awareness
e Showcase your info,
business, product,
job, announcements
or event
« We formatiit, to
make it look great!
Starting at $239.00
(includes 35 lines of
space)
e The ads blanket the
province and runin
MCNA's 31 Manitoba
community
newspapers
Very cost effective
means of getting
your message out to
the widest possible
audience

Contact this newspaper
NOW or MCNA at
204.947.1691 or email
classified@mcna.com

www.mcha.com

CARD OF THANKS

BIRTHDAY

Dufferin Agricultural Society Inc., Draw Date
January 9, 2025. Winners: 1st Prize - Shirley
Reimer, 20V Dewalt battery, #671; 2nd Prize -
Evan Harder, catered dinner for 8, #471; 3rd
Prize - Wendy Parvais, barn quilt, #18; 4th
Prize - Albert Scott, $50 Fas Gas gift card, #91.
TOC Lottery License #: 26/2024.
The DAS would like to thank all our raffle
sponsors and everyone who supported our

Winter Raffle!

FIND THE RIGHT
PERSON FOR THE
POSITION with an

EMPLOYMENT/
CAREERS AD in

204-467-6836

Happy 90th Birthday
Velma Cummer
-Much love, your family

NOTICE OF BRANCH CLOSURE
TO: All members of Access Credit Union Limited
(the “Credit Union”)

Notice is hereby given, in compliance with the Credit Unions and
Caisses Populaires Regulation, that the Credit Union will be closing
the Miami branch located at:

517 Norton Avenue, Miami, MB ROG 1HO

The branch will close effective as of May 22, 2025.

The Miami branch members will be consolidated with 430 Stephen
Street, Morden. Members may also select any other branch location
in Manitoba that may be more convenient with no changes of
membership number or account numbers.

DATED this 23rd day of January, 2025
ACCESS CREDIT UNION LIMITED
By order of the Board of Directors

CREDIT UNION

‘\l:,/‘ ACCESS
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OBITUARY

Robert (Bob) John Stevenson
June 28, 1976 - December 31, 2024

With heavy hearts we announce the sudden and unexpected
passing of Robert (Bob) on December 31, 2024.

Leaving to cherish his memory are his loving parents Larry and
Irene; his brother Bill (Tanya); his nephew Jeremy (Tianna); his niece
Emily; several aunts, uncles and cousins, as well as numerous
friends and co-workers.

Funeral service was held on Monday, January 20, 2025 at the
Carman Community Hall. Interment took place in the Riverside
Cemetery, Graysville.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be made to the
Carman Area Foundation, Box 160, Carman, MB, ROG 0JO, Aurora
Recovery Center, Box 1977, 20025 Lakeside Road, Gimli, MB, ROC
1BO or to a charity of your choice.

Doyle’s Funeral Chapel of Carman

in care of arrangements

OBITUARY

Shirley Anne Friesen (nee Morgan)
May 25, 1937 - January 11, 2025

Shirley Anne Friesen, beloved wife and mother, passed away
suddenly January 11, 2025 at Boundary Trails Health Centre. She
was born May 25, 1937 in Carman, Manitoba to George and Helen
Morgan (nee McMaster).

Shirley and Menno were married on May 19, 1962 and for 59
years enjoyed farm life and travel together. Shirley lived her early
life in Carman. After her two older sisters, Vivian and Georgina had
married, Shirley lived with her mother in Winnipeg. She worked
at many jobs in her younger years, and was working at Canada
Packers when she met Menno. She worked until she had her
daughter Lori Anne in 1965. They lived and worked in Winnipeg
and farmed on the weekends for three years until they moved to
the farm at Dallas, Manitoba in 1968.

Shirley struggled with extreme hearing loss much of her adult life, but that didn’t stop her
from enjoying travel, family, nature, and special pets - her house cats Pinky and Snow, and
Fergus, the Golden Retriever. As a young adult she began her travels by taking the Queen Mary
to Scotland with her Mom and Aunt Bella to visit family. Menno and Shirley travelled on the truck
all over Canada and the States, with many stops - one notable one at Graceland. They went on
many vacations, such as Australia, New Zealand, Hawaii, Alaska, Panama Canal, Iceland and
the United Kingdom. Menno and Shirley thought nothing of jumping in the car to visit family and
friends far and wide.

One of the biggest adventures was moving to the farm at Dallas. Looking back, she said it was
one of the best times of her life. She had wonderful memories and great stories of when we lived
“in the bush” from 1968-1975. We moved to the farm at ElIm Creek in 1975, and Shirley was able
to age in place there, watering her flowers by the house and enjoying the deck that Menno built
for them.

Shirley was predeceased by her husband Menno (2021); her parents, George and Helen; her
sister Vivian and brother-in-law Victor; parents-in-law, Nick and Helena Friesen; sisters/brothers-
in-law: Susan Melvin, Frances Friesen, Abe Friesen, David and Doris Friesen, Alvin Janzen, and
Frank Swark. Shirley is survived by her daughter Lori, son-in-law Chris, Skylar and Andre, Brady,
sister Georgina Swark, sisters and brothers in law: Marie Friesen Pauls (John), John and Mari
Friesen, Margaret Janzen, Don Melvin, Leonard Friesen, and many nieces and nephews.

Thanks to Joyce, Hailey, Georgina, Donald and Bruce for visiting at the hospital and to all
friends and family whose support was truly felt. A huge thank you to all the health care staff from
Southern Health paramedics, and the Emergency, Surgery and SCU staff at the Boundary Trails
Hospital. Your care and compassion for my mom was exceptional and is profoundly appreciated.
Thank you to Dr. Braun for her care over the years. Much love and appreciation to Chris, without
whom she would not have been able to remain on the farm and whose suppers she loved the
best.

Funeral service was held on Friday, January 17, 2025 at the Carman Mennonite Church.
Interment took place in the EIm Creek Cemetery.

Donations may be made to: Boundary Trails Health Centre Foundation (Winkler), https://www.
bthcfoundation.com/ or Central Speech and Hearing or the Central Speech and Hearing Centre
(Winnipeg): https://www.centralspeech.ca/contact-us

Doyle’s Funeral Chapel of Carman

in care of arrangements

SPRING DISCOUNT call or email for a FREE ESTIMATE!

15% OFF 403.872.4934
Vet el Qparad]

HavelanfoddljobAGivelustalcall
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SUDOKU

8173 2

Fun By The
Numbers

6 1

Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love

sudoku. This
mind-bending

puzzle will have
you hooked from

the moment you
square off, so

sharpen your
pencil and put

your sudoku
savvy to the test!

917

AV Ré ) Rop)

9

6

4

Level: intermediate

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the humbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

CLUES ACROSS
1. “Loser” rocker
5. Partner to
relaxation
9. Mixing
11. Winged nut
13. Expression of
blame
15. Vast ocean
16. Comedienne
Gasteyer
17. Multiply
19. Meat from a pig
(French)
21. Related
22. Rocker Stewart
23. Surprise
completely
25. Loon
26. Canister
27. Large, deep-
bodied fish
29. Takes forcefully
31. Oil cartel

CROSSWORD )

SEE PAGE
14 For
ANSWERS

2

3 4

5 6 7 8

43

48

53

56

B

33. Palmer and Hepburn are two

34. More than one

36. Places down purposefully
38. Pitching statistic

39. Type of sword
41. Witnesses

43. Body part

44. Mixes slowly
46. Satisfy

48. Strong belief

52. One’s physique (slang)

53. More frightening

54. Soup cracker
56. Teaches

57. One who carries something

58. Actor Sean
59. Changes

CLUES DOWN
1. __ Aires, city
2. Coarse grass

3. Type of gene

4. Door handle

5. Competition

6. Muslim ruler title

7. Hunting expeditions

8. Large mollusk

9. Bind securely

10. Former U.S.
presidential
candidate

11. 2-point plays in
football

12. Breezed through

14. Type setting

15. Felt for

18. Codified rules

20. Small dome

24. Chevrotain

26. Male reproductive
gland

28. Gontroversial beliefs

30.222

32. One who confines
another

34. Bishop

35. Garlands

37. Bird that flies by the
coast

38. Optical device

40. Greek goddess of
discord

42. Some are “Rolling”

43. Formerly (archaic)

45, Thrust a knife into

47. German river

49. Atomic #26

50. Make a grotesque
face

51. Primordial matter of
the universe

55. Chinese
philosophical
principle
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> MEAL IDEAS

Recipe courtesy of “Cookin’ Savvy”
Servings: 4-6

1 pound ground beef

1 pound spaghetti noodles

1 jar (16 ounces) alfredo sauce

1 jar (24 ounces) marinara sauce

2 tablespoons garlic powder

2 tablespoons onion powder

salt, to taste

pepper, to taste

Recipe courtesy of “Cookin” Savvy”
1 box white or yellow cake mix

2 eggs

1 stick melted butter

11/2 cups dried cranberries

Recipe courtesy of “Cookin’ Savvy”
Servings: 12
Butter

36 thawed tater tots

10 eggs

1/2 cup heavy whipping cream or
half-and-half

1/2 cup shredded cheese

2 teaspoons garlic powder

o

inspired

o O

Baked
Spaghetti

2 cups shredded cheese

French bread or breadsticks, for serv-
ing

Heat oven to 350 F.

Brown and drain ground beef. Cook
noodles according to package instruc-
tions. Drain noodles; add alfredo sauce
and mix well.

Add marinara sauce, garlic powder
and onion powder to ground beef. Sea-
son with salt and pepper, to taste.

Place noodles in 9-by-13-inch baking
dish. Spoon beef mixture on top but do
not mix in. Cover with shredded cheese
then cover with foil and bake 30-40
minutes.

Serve with French bread or bread-
sticks.

Cranberry Bars

11/2 cups chopped walnuts

2 cups chopped white chocolate chips,
divided

Heat oven to 350 F.

Mix cake mix, eggs, butter, cranberries,
walnuts and 1 cup white chocolate chips.
Spread into 7-by-11-inch baking dish and
bake 35-40 minutes until toothpick insert-
ed in center comes out clean.

Let cool then melt remaining white
chocolate chips and drizzle over bars.

Egg Tot Muffins

2 teaspoons onion powder

1 package (2 1/2 ounces) real bacon
pieces

salt, to taste

pepper, to taste

Heat oven to 350 F.

Grease muffin tin with butter. Place
three tots in each muffin hole and
smash down.

In bowl, whisk eggs, cream, cheese,
garlic powder, onion powder and bacon
pieces. Season with salt and pepper, to
taste. Fill each muffin hole completely
with mixture.

Place cookie sheet under muffin tin to
contain messes and bake 20-25 minutes.

Do you have a Health

or Wellness Business?
Call 204-467-5836 to advertise

Ask the money Iady

I wanted to know if there is anything /~
else I should be considering for the fu-
ture other than just RRSPs.

Bernie
Bernie — there definitely is more
than just RRSPs!

When you are planning for retire-
ment, it is advisable to accumulate
and consider separate buckets, ac-
counts, or as we like to say, “pools
of capital” to properly diversify your
future. Of course, many people may
not be able to do them all, but at least
you can now see what we ask clients
to consider when determining an
achievable retirement lifestyle, and
RRSPs will always be one of them.
There are typically six common
ways to divide your savings towards
future retirement capital. These are
the things that your Advisor will
want to review with you. Plan to use
as many as you can when saving for
your future. Remember, if you are
not planning for a comfortable and
secure retirement, how can you ex-
pect to have one. Here we go.

Number One: Your employment
pension, government pension or
both. If you're lucky enough to have
both — you are definitely in the mi-
nority these days. On these paid into
investments, income will be received
and taxable when you receive it in
retirement but there is no taxes pay-
able at death. Many employers have
savings plans where they will match
part of your contribution, and some
may offer proprietary pension plans
that you can also pay into. Please
consider these options. They defi-
nitely add up over time and many
can be moved to registered plans
like a LIRA or LIF if you leave your
employer.

Number Two: Your registered in-
vestments. This would be RRSPs
converting to RRIFs once you reach
the age of 71.

These investments are limited by
minimum and maximum deposits
and of course withdrawals will be
taxed by the CRA.

Remember any funds left in your
estate at death will be taxed as in-
come on your last tax return unless
participating in a spousal rollover.
Consider purchasing Deferred An-
nuities with your RRSP contribu-
tions — these are great products to
offer a guaranteed income once you
retire, (guaranteed annual income
for life).

Number Three: Tax-Free Savings

Always a good option to supple-
ment RRSPs with no taxation at

death.

. %

Christine Ibbotson

This should be considered by every
Canadian over 18 even if RRSPs are
not part of your savings plan.

Number Four: Non-Registered In-
vestments

This could include various types
of investment vehicles to diversify
your portfolio. If you choose invest-
ments that earn annual interest, like
bonds or debentures, you will be
responsible for the tax each year. If
you choose other investment prod-
ucts, such as securities, they will
have taxation only on the growth
and subject to capital gains tax when
withdrawn. Non-registered invest-
ments may also be subject to probate
and other estate fees upon death.

Number Five: Investment Prop-
erty +/- Primary Residence

Investment properties may be sub-
ject to capital gains tax when sold or
as a deemed disposition upon death
unless there is a spousal/other roll-
overs. Always consider upsizing
your primary residence throughout
your life since this is a great non-
taxable asset.

Number Six:
ance

Limited tax-exempt life insurance
policies, (for example, Participating
Whole Life) are a great tool for asset
accumulation and wealth preserva-
tion. They add diversification to
your investment portfolio and pro-
vides tax-exempt growth over your
lifetime. Participating Life insurance
also provides a tax-free death benefit
and will by-pass probate if a benefi-
ciary is named.

Good Luck and Best Wishes,

Money Lady

Written by Christine Ibbotson, Author,
Finance Writer, National Radio Host,
and on CTV & BNN, syndicated across
Canada. Send your questions through
her website at askthemoneylady.ca

Tax Exempt Insur-
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